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They Prepare for War, We Work for Peace. 

European March Against Militarization – Welfare, Not Warfare 

The Party of the European Left (EL) calls on citizens, trade unions, social movements and 
democratic forces across Europe to join the ‘Welfare, Not Warfare’ march taking place on 
Sunday, 14 June, in Brussels (Brussels-North Station, 15:00). 

Just days before the European Council on 18–19 June, this mobilization – co-organized by the 
StopReArm Campaign and the Stop Militarization Platform, which unites over 1,000 
organisations across the continent – sends a strong message to both European governments 
and EU institutions: No to €800 billion for the militarization of our societies and profits for the 
arms industry; yes to investments in other forms of industry, the energy transition, public 
services, healthcare, pensions, and education. 

"Europe does not need an arms race. It needs investment in people, public services, social 
justice, and peace. At a time when military spending is being increased across the continent, 
we are mobilizing to defend a different future—one based on solidarity, cooperation, and 
collective security," said Walter Baier, President of the Party of the European Left. 

We Will not Pay the Price for Their Wars 

While the European Union plans €800 billion in additional military spending and NATO 
demands budgets of 5% of GDP, millions of people are facing cuts. Across Europe, military 
expenditure is soaring (nearly 20% last year), while governments announce austerity measures. 
The money poured into this arms race is being diverted from social services, healthcare, 
education, labour, international cooperation, just transition, and climate justice. 

Militarization is permeating society: the expansion of military service without challenging the 
structure of armies linked to NATO and subordinated to the interests of the arms industry; 
generals speaking in schools, universities and media, and the introduction of antidemocratic 
measures for vaguely defined ‘crisis situations’. 

We stand with labour and youth movements across the continent, defending social justice and 
democratic rights against austerity, militarism, and authoritarianism. 

No to Trump’s Wars. No to a Europe Armed to the Teeth. 

At last June’s NATO summit in The Hague, increases in military spending to 5% of GDP were 
imposed. The NATO Secretary-General has stated that ‘NATO is also a platform for the United 
States to project its power globally’.  

Today, Donald Trump is making this alliance conditional on unquestioning support for U.S. wars. 
We have seen the chaos caused by the illegal war against Iran – a war that is bringing death 



 

and destruction, spikes in energy prices, and threatens the world with a severe economic crisis. 
We see the threats of military intervention in Cuba, strangled by a blockade that is starving its 
people. And we see support for Israel’s criminal war in Gaza, the West Bank, and Lebanon. 

Europe’s response to these wars cannot be to build a Europe armed to the teeth, ready to 
intervene worldwide to defend the interest of multinational corporations. We reject this 
imperialist logic. 

For Peace, Disarmament, and International Cooperation 

Europe must recover from this war fever, stop capitalizing on a climate of fear, and make way 
for a perspective of peace and global disarmament. 

On June 14, we want to amplify another voice – the voice of a Europe of peace: 

• A Europe that invests in schools, not missiles. 
• A Europe that strengthens hospitals, not war arsenals. 
• A Europe that protects the climate, not the profits of arms-producing multinationals. 
• A Europe that upholds diplomacy, dialogue, and respect for international law. 
• A Europe that acts independently of NATO in the interest of the collective security of 

the peoples of Europe. 

This is the Europe we stand for. 

The EL promotes an alternative vision: investing in human security – healthcare, education, 

climate transition, development cooperation – not in the militarization of our societies. 

Peace is not built with F-35s and missiles; it is built through diplomatic initiatives, social 

justice, and solidarity among peoples. 

 

Additional Information: 

For further information about the Welfare, Not Warfare Demonstration in Brussels, please visit: 
European Left event page  
https://www.european-left.org/event/welfare-not-warfare-demonstration-and-stop-rearm-
europe-assembly/   
Media Contact: 

Dagmar Švendová, Assistant to EL President 
E-mail: dagmar.svendova@european-left.org 
Phone: +420 732623879 

About the European Left: 

The Party of the European Left (EL) brings together more than 40 left-wing, progressive, and 
transformative political parties from across Europe. It works to promote peace, social justice, 
democracy, feminism, workers’ rights, and ecological transformation at the European level. 
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