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Renewing the Left, Ready for the Fight
by Walter Baier, President of the EL

The 8th Congress of the Party of the European Left was more than
a success — it marked a new beginning.

A congress of renewal does not mean changing who we are. We remain
firmly committed to our socialist, anti-militarist, anti-fascist, anti-
imperialist and feminist values. But we also know this: if we want to stay
true to our principles in a changing world, we must renew the way we
work, organise and act.

And we have done exactly that.

Over the course of a full year, all 40 member and observer parties were
invited to shape this process. Together, through twelve working groups, we
developed a political document that responds to the dramatic changes
unfolding across Europe and the world. More than 150 amendments were
incorporated, with 34 debated and voted on at Congress.

This broad and democratic process sends an important message:
internationalism is alive. Meaningful debate across party lines is possible.
And the European Left can provide the space where this happens.

Our direction is clear. The European Left is the party of peace. It is the
party that stands against austerity. And it is the party determined to
confront the rise of the far right across Europe and beyond.

Let us be absolutely clear: there can be no compromise with racism,
antisemitism or misogyny. Not an inch to fascism.

But resisting the far right means more than moral outrage. People need
hope - and reasons to believe in democracy again. That is why we say to
governments across Europe: if you are serious about defending freedom
and democracy, then deliver. Deliver secure and fairly paid jobs, gender
equality. Affordable housing. Strong public services. In short: dignity,



security and a future people can believe in.

This Congress was also a moment of organisational renewal. The reform of
our structures - from from the renewal document to amendments to our
constitution -- was shaped through the same broad and inclusive process.
We also renewed the composition of our leadership to reflect this new
phase.

Political and organisational renewal belong together. They are part of one
shared project: building a stronger European Left - a useful and effective
tool in the fight against militarisation, austerity and the politics of fear.

The lesson is simple: to win, we need unity and clarity. Unity does not
mean uniformity. Diversity is our strength. But division weakens us.

Europe is facing a deep crisis. In too many countries, the far right is
already in power - or dangerously close to it.

And yet, there is hope.

We can win. Change is possible. And together, we are ready to
fight for it.

The Party of the European Left is ready for this fight — and ready to
join forces with everyone, trade unions, social movements and
progressive political parties who believe that another Europe is not
only necessary, but possible.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CONGRESS (17 and 18 APRIL)

The EL Gets Into Action

At our last congress, the EL united across trade unions, feminist,
ecological, and youth currents around two urgent fights: stop militarization
and defend living standards.


https://www.european-left.org/

The motion "Let's Get Into Action” turned that unity into a call. Welfare,
not Warfare!

Dig into our Congress page to explore our newly adopted political
documents and motions, and discover our roadmap, campaigns, and new
leadership!

Public Event

Opening to the outside, the 8th Congress of the Party of the
European Left ended with a high-level public event. Divided into two
panels, "Disarm to Win the Future" and "Make the Many, Not the Money",
this brough togheter personalities like Peter Mertens (PVDA/PTB), Jeremy
Corbyn (MP, UK), Megan Romer (DSA, US), Amal Jadou Shakaa (Palestine)
and Claes-Mikael Stahl (ETUC). Watch the full event on our YouTube
channel! Part 1; Part 2; Part 3; Part 4.

Capsule videos on Congress pillars

You wish you were there, too? Then check out our videos on Anti-
Austerity, Peace, Anti-Militarization, Feminism and a recap of these
important two days!
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FIGHT AUSTERITY
STOP MILITARISATION!

8TH CONGRESS
BRUSSELS, 17 - 18 APRIL 2026
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FEATURED ARTICLE

27 Countries — 28 Corporate Regimes

A key element of the European Commission’s deregulation agenda
is its recently published proposal for a new legal framework for
companies: the so-called “"28th Regime.” The proposal seeks to establish


https://www.european-left.org/8th-congress-brussels-2026/#political-document
https://youtu.be/qYTxfkgzcTs
https://youtu.be/NNzunFr5KVU
https://youtu.be/tpOBElX7NC8
https://youtu.be/TnzMwSbOEUg
https://youtu.be/UVrvbW6qVBY?si=vyUgGBiM506Rm3bJ
https://www.facebook.com/reel/2278257572929352
https://youtu.be/CL1vob09sFc?si=VpTc97T-8eEkZstk
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/NqTdmjFj4kc
https://youtu.be/oy6Bw0RPybg

a harmonised European limited liability company - the EU Inc. - alongside
the 27 existing national company law systems. Read more

Who is lobbying for the 28th Regime?

Allied FOR COALITION France
bl STARTUPS INCLUDING Digitale

FUNDED BY

28th
Regime

WWWw.corporateeurope.org
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EU AFFAIRS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Cuba Urgent Letter about Cuba to Ms Kaja Kallas, EU High
Representative

By Walter Baier, EL President and Marta Martin, EL Vice-President and Head of
International Relations

The European Left calls on the European Union to respond
decisively to the extraterritorial escalation of the US blockade
against Cuba and to defend international law, European sovereignty and
Cuba’s right to trade freely. Read the full appeal.
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VENCERA!


https://www.european-left.org/27-countries-28-corporate-regimes/
https://www.european-left.org/urgent-letter-about-cuba-to-ms-kaja-kallas-european-external-action-service-brussels/

Cuba The EL Against the indictment of Rail Castro
Statement by the European Left

The European Left Party firmly condemns the new escalation of
political, judicial and media aggression by the United States
against Cuba, now expressed through the criminal accusation against
General of the Army Raul Castro Ruz. Read more
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Palestine 78th anniversary of the Nakba
Statement by the European Left

On the 78th anniversary of the Nakba — the catastrophe — on 15 May,
EL renews its solidarity with the Palestinian people, who today are
suffering a second catastrophe, a blatant genocide and ethnic cleansing: a
new and even more terrible Nakba. Read more


https://www.european-left.org/the-el-condemns-the-us-alarming-aggression-against-cuba-and-denounces-raul-castro-prosecution/
https://www.european-left.org/statement-on-the-78th-anniversary-of-the-nakba/
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NAKBA IS MEMORY, RESISTANCE

AND THE HOPE OF RETURN
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Palestine European Left Condemns Gaza Flotilla Attack
Statement by the European Left

The European Left expresses deep concern for these two leaders of the
Global Sumud Flotilla direction committee. Read more

Palestine Freedom for Saif Abukeshek and Thiago Avila


https://www.european-left.org/freedom-for-saif-abukeshek-and-thiago-avila/

Statement by the European Left

The European Left expresses deep concern for these two leaders of the
Global Sumud Flotilla direction committee. Read more

Lebanon A Call for Ceasefire and Peace

The EL expresses its deep solidarity with the people of Lebanon
and with the Lebanese Communist Party, calling for a real ceasefire,
an end to hostilities, full withdrawal of occupation forces, and respect for
Lebanon’s territorial integrity and sovereignty. Read more and support
the displaced people and victims through the crowfunding
campaign.



https://www.european-left.org/freedom-for-saif-abukeshek-and-thiago-avila/
https://www.european-left.org/ceasefire-withdrawal-justice-for-lebanon/

CEASEFIRE!
WITHDRAWAL!

LEBANON!
®
¢ EuropeanLEFT ,

Sahel Urgent: Mali Attacks Spark Sahel Crisis Alarm

The European Left strongly condemns the armed attacks carried
out in Mali by the Group for the Support of Islam and Muslims, in alliance
with the Azawad Liberation Front. These coordinated offensives against
several Malian cities constitute a new escalation of terrorist violence
targeting civilian populations and state institutions. Read more
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STATEMENTS & ARTICLES

STATEMENT May Day Power: Workers Rise Against War and


https://www.european-left.org/urgent-mali-attacks-spark-sahel-crisis-alarm/

Austerity

by European Trade Unionists’ Network

In a world marked by war and militarisation, deepening inequality and an
economic order that concentrates wealth in the hands of a tiny elite, the
European Left reaffirms that peace, dialogue and diplomacy are the only
dignified path in the face of those who fuel violence and trample
international law. Read more

INTERNATIONAL WORKERS DAY

)(71$T OF MAY

WE ARE THE RESISTANCE, GROWING
VICTORY THROUGH STRUGGLE!
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STATEMENT Never Again Is Now: Why Europe Must Renew the
Antifascist Struggle

by the European Left

Across most of Europe, 8 and 9 May mark the anniversary of the end of
the Second World War and the liberation of Europe from fascism. For the
Left, this cannot be merely an act of remembrance. It is a call to continue
the struggle for a peaceful and antifascist Europe. Read more


https://www.european-left.org/may-day-power-workers-rise/
https://www.european-left.org/never-again-is-now-why-europe-must-renew-the-antifascist-struggle/

FASCISM = WAR

PEACEIS

OUR
VICTORY
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STATEMENT 17 May International Day Against LGBTQIA+
Discrimination

We stand with our LGBTQIA+ comrades everywhere who continue to resist
violence, repression, and exclusion. Their struggles are ours.

For queer liberation, everywhere. Read more


https://www.facebook.com/reel/868839732133430
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RIDE IS A RIOT!
PRIDE IS A RIOT!

PRIDE IS A RIOT!

PRIDE IS A RIOT!

PRIDE IS A RIOT!

UPCOMING CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES/EVENTS

e STOP ReArm Europe "Welfare not Warfare” Mobilizations, 14 June-
Brussels. More info here

o International Anti-war conference, 20 June-London. More info
here

e Marxist Summer School 2026, 10 to 12 July, Charleroi (BE).
Register & discover the program here


https://stoprearm.org/welfare-not-warfare-mobilizations-june-2026/
https://www.stopwar.org.uk/events/european-peace-conference/
https://www.marxist.be/home

RECOMMENDED READ

transform! europe

Article by Helga Kromp-Kolb Solving the Climate Crisis Requires Peace,

and Peace a Stable Climate. Available here
Article by Hamid Mohseni War, Revolution, and Silence: Iran Between
External Attack and Internal Struggle. Available here

Article by Erik Lindman Mata The Ketchup Effect: Sweden’s Path from
Neutrality to NATO. Available here

ETUC

 Press release Made in Europe must become ‘more than a slogan’.
Available here

Rosa Luxembourg Foudation, Brussels

e 1st number of Organize! reader Lessons in Organizing from Across the
Left. Available here

e Analysis by Alexandra Gerasimcikova Why Expanding Renewables
Alone Won't Solve Europe’s Energy Crisis. Available here
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for more news visit



https://transform-network.net/blog/analysis/solving-the-climate-crisis-requires-peace-and-peace-a-stable-climate/
https://transform-network.net/blog/analysis/war-revolution-and-silence-iran-between-external-attack-and-internal-struggle/
https://transform-network.net/person/erik-lindman-mata/
https://transform-network.net/blog/analysis/the-ketchup-effect-swedens-path-from-neutrality-to-nato/
https://etuc.org/en/pressrelease/made-europe-must-become-more-slogan
https://etuc.org/en/publication/etuc-macroeconomic-outlook-march-2026-update
https://rosalux.eu/en/2026/lessons-in-organizing-from-across-the-left/
https://rosalux.eu/en/2026/why-expanding-renewables-alone-wont-solve-europes-energy-crisis/
https://www.european-left.org/
https://www.european-left.org/
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