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WIN THE FUTURE. FIGHT AUSTERITY. STOP MILITARISATION!

INTRODUCTION

The world is in turmoil. The US under Trump, the violations of international law, the war
in Ukraine, the genocide in Gaza, the war on Iran and more than 50 other wars and
conflicts worldwide are ultimately expressions of profound, intertwined crises in today’s
world. Climate breakdown, austerity, the arms race, militarization, widening inequality,
the negation of and retreat on women’s rights and democratic rights, and forced dis-
placement have the same root: capitalism’s relentless drive for profit and patriarchal
domination.

The world is changing. The centre of economic dynamism is shifting to Asia. With the
People’s Republic of China, the US now faces an economic power that is equal and, in
some areas, superior. Other powers of the Global South are on the same path.

Trumpism is the reaction of a superpower that wants to compensate for—and reverse—
the loss of its economic and technological dominance through trade and industrial wars,
including military force. Control over energy resources, minerals, rare earths, trade
routes, data, information technology, and artificial intelligence has become a new bat-
tleground.

With the United States’ attack on Venezuela, followed by threats against Colombia,
Cuba, Mexico, and Greenland, Trump has officially reinstated the Monroe Doctrine—a
move that represents a step backwards from the progress made in international law
over the last 200 years and through the UN Charter.

Confronted with internal decline, global shifts in power, and the humiliating diktats of a
Trump-led United States, the EU elite has chosen a path of militarization—not of social
progress.

The European Union is driven by the geopolitical and economic interests of its dominant
capitalist powers. Its response to crisis follows a devastating logic: austerity,
authoritarianism, and war—pursuing the bloc’s own imperial ambitions to secure
resources and spheres of influence in Africa and beyond.

Everywhere, it is the people and the working classes who are paying the price. Social
and democratic concessions that the ruling classes were forced to make through the
struggles of the 20th century are being attacked and called into question.

This is accompanied by the promotion of national chauvinism and racism, the stifling of
dissent, the push for conscription to militarize youth, and the strengthening of
authoritarian state structures. The threat of global war is becoming imminent.

Donald Trump’s presidency gives the far right worldwide a significant boost. However,
the reasons for the electoral successes of these parties are home-made. They are
rooted, above all, in deteriorating and uncertain living conditions for large segments of
the population and the working class. Their dissatisfaction is justified. Yet the rise of the
radical right is not a bottom-up phenomenon but a top-down one, revealing that the

Political Document Approved by the 8th Congress of the European Left |3



EN

most reactionary factions of the elites have lost confidence that the crises generated by
their rule can be managed within the framework of liberal democracy. Big business is
seeking new majorities to push through its agenda of deregulation and the weakening
of workers’ rights. Some conservatives—such as parts of both the ECR and EPP groups
in the European Parliament—are already looking for collaboration with the far right. In
fact, the adoption of radical-right discourse by conservative parties, intellectuals, and
the media has contributed to its normalization and to the rise of right-wing parties.

The contradictions of contemporary capitalism are experienced most acutely by young
people. They are at the forefront of social movements and campaigns. The powerful
social mobilizations of the working class, their trade unions, and young people across
Europe are living proof that fatalism can be defeated, as they embody the collective
strength and capacity for change that form the bedrock of hope.

The EL's opposition to militarization is inseparable from the defence of working-class
interests, its emancipation, and ultimately the vision of a different society. Patriarchal
violence, racism, anti-migrant policies, and authoritarianism are not side effects, but
tools used to stabilize an unjust system. A unifying perspective that accounts for social,
gender, and generational realities is therefore indispensable.

The EL is willing to join all democratic and progressive forces to contribute to building
a movement capable of coping with the challenges of a world in turmoil.

The fight against all manifestations of the radical right—racism, anti-Muslim racism,
antisemitism, anti-communism, misogyny, hate speech, and chauvinism—is part of our
party’s DNA.

We stress: the most consistent form of struggle against fascism is the struggle to
overcome capitalism and build a new democratic socialist society—feminist and
ecologically sustainable.

The Party of the European Left acts as a force of unity and transformation, capable of
channeling social resistance—especially that of the younger generation—into a political
project for peace, social justice, democracy, and ecological transformation in Europe.
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I. NO TO MILITARIZATION, EUROPE FOR PEACE

“Capitalism carries war within it as the cloud carries the thunderstorm.”
...Jean Jaures...

In a world of increasing rivalries between existing and emerging powers, Trumpism
reinforces militarist, chauvinist, and authoritarian dynamics in Europe and worldwide.
NATO’s decision to increase military spending to 5% of GDP places enormous pressure
on societies and undermines social cohesion. Unfortunately, the EU and its member
states have aligned themselves with this agenda.

We resolutely oppose the “century of rearmament” being pushed by NATO and EU
elites with the proclaimed goal of making our societies “ready for war.” Obviously, the
lessons from two world wars in Europe are being carelessly set aside.

We oppose the militarisation of our society in all its forms: austerity in the name of
increasing military spending, the preparation of the health system for war, the expansion
of military-oriented research and development, and the introduction of the military into
schools and classrooms, in many European countries.

The European Commission under Ursula von der Leyen strives to transform the EU into
a “geopolitical actor.” As she stated in 2019—well before the war in Ukraine—the EU
must learn to “speak the language of power.” This cynically ignores Europe’s own violent
colonial and imperial history. Today, “geopolitics” and “war economy” are the
watchwords for building a militarized bloc, not a community of peace.

On the contrary, true European sovereignty and security can only be built by breaking
with this imperial “language of power.”

The response to Russia’s unlawful war on Ukraine and to US dominance over Western
Europe cannot be the militarization of the EU, nor attempts to transform the EU into an
imperialist superpower. The EL opposes this policy, which has brought Europe to the
brink of a general war and calls for a genuinely independent European Union that
prioritizes diplomacy, negotiation, international law, and social justice.

In the hardened confrontation between major powers, it is the workers here and
everywhere who bear the costs. The accelerating arms race drains public resources,
fuels insecurity, and causes severe ecological damage at every stage—from weapons
production to military operations.

The EL opposes the plan to transform Europe’s industries into a war economy, which is
gaining increasing support among the ruling class.

We oppose the EU’s armament programmes, which generate enormous profits for US
and, increasingly, Western European arms manufacturers (Airbus Defence and Space,
Leonardo S.p.A., Thales Group, Rheinmetall, and others) at the expense of the working
population. We oppose the militarization of our societies and reject the reintroduction
or expansion of compulsory military service, including conscription for women.
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We support the Stop Rearm Europe campaign, its expansion across all countries, the
active involvement of social actors—especially workers—with a clear alternative of eco-
logical instead of military conversion.

Social justice, democracy, and ecological survival are inseparable from peace. Human
security includes women’s rights, protection from pandemics, climate change, and
shortages of food, water, and healthcare. This requires shifting resources away from
military spending and towards the needs of the working class and the people.

As a party committed to peace and to the working class, the European Left advocates
a concept of collective security that is inclusive, cooperative, and indivisible—without
any predetermined enemies.

The EL’s demands include:

— Aban onthe stationing of U.S. medium-range missiles in Germany and elsewhere
in Europe.

— The withdrawal of U.S. nuclear weapons from Europe.

— The conclusion of an International Treaty which ensures the withdrawal of
medium-and short-range missiles from Europe and worldwide.

Global nuclear disarmament, arms control, arms reduction, and confidence-building are
vital to prevent war and ensure a safer world. We therefore welcome all initiatives that
reduce armaments and the risk of their use, and we call for:

— The signing and implementation of the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW) by the EU and its member states, as well as by all states glob-
ally.

— The initiation of multilateral negotiations among nuclear powers to reduce their
arsenals, with the goal of a nuclear-free world by 2040, supported by strong Eu-
ropean initiatives.

— Compliance with the Ottawa Treaty on the prohibition of anti-personnel mines.

Today, no country can achieve safety at the expense of others. Security must be
common and indivisible. Reduced armed forces should exist solely for defensive
purposes, within a broader and verifiable process of international disarmament,
expressed in the notion of “no-offensive defence.”

We support the revitalization of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in
Europe (OSCE) to build a new security order from the Atlantic to the Urals—a “Helsinki
2.0.” This implies fully respecting neutrality and non-alignment as positive contributions
to a new European security architecture.

We support Ireland’s aspiration for the reunification of the country and its military
neutrality, as well as Austria’s permanent neutral status.
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We call for the withdrawal of Turkish troops from Cyprus and support the reunification
of the island under a bi-zonal, bi-communal federation.

Our solidarity goes to the people of Greenland, who have the right to live in a
decolonized, self-determined, and demilitarized country.

War and insecurity lead to displacement and involuntary migration. As the European
Left, we defend the right to flee and find asylum, just as we defend every person’s right
to stay.

The global rise of authoritarianism and militarism

Around fifty countries are currently experiencing war or armed conflict, often involving
foreign mercenaries acting on behalf of transnational corporations and foreign powers,
and using weapons supplied by the U.S., Europe, or Russia. Sudan and the Democratic
Republic of Congo are the most tragic examples.

The EL advocates a legally binding, comprehensive international ban on arms exports
to regions affected by military conflict and civil war.

Palestine: a test of international law and human rights

The European Left unanimously condemned the Hamas attacks of 7 October. At the
same time, we denounce the genocide, ethnic cleansing, occupation, and apartheid
policies inflicted on the Palestinian people by Israel since 1948.

We call for an immediate and permanent ceasefire, an end to the blockade of Gaza and
the occupation of Palestinian territories, and full respect for international law and UN
resolutions by all parties to the conflict and the international community.

The EL calls on European states to take the necessary steps to lift the blockade on Gaza.
This requires ending arms trade and military cooperation with Israel, suspending the
EU-Israel Association Agreement, protecting humanitarian workers and journalists, and
ensuring accountability for war crimes.

The realization of a viable two-state solution, with equal rights and security for all,
remains an essential element of a just and lasting peace in the entire region. The EL
calls on all European states to recognize the Palestinian state within the borders of 1967,
and on those that have already done so to form a coalition to take the necessary steps
to establish it in practice on the ground.

The criminalization of solidarity with Palestine must end. It is our duty to oppose the
exploitation of the war in the Middle East to stir up antisemitism and anti-Muslim racism.

Ukraine: for a negotiated peace

The European Left unanimously condemned Russia’s aggression against Ukraine from
the first day onward as a violation of international law and the UN Charter. It recognizes
and supports the right of the Ukrainian people to self-determination and security.
Moreover, we call for an immediate end to the war, a lasting ceasefire, and negotiations
between Russia and Ukraine. The war in Ukraine has a decade-long prehistory, which
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has been ignored by both the Russian Federation and the international community (EU,
NATO) and is a root cause of the brutal attack on Ukraine.

Any critical analysis must include both the denunciation of Russia’s unlawful aggression
and a critique of NATO’s expansion, which the left opposes, over decades; this is why
the ongoing conflict is not between Russia and Ukraine alone, but also between Russia
and NATO, in consequence of failed international negotiations on a comprehensive
security system and mutual trust in Europe.

The EL calls for a sustainable solution ensuring peace, sovereignty, and security for
Ukraine, and for all peoples and states in the region. Russia must respect Ukraine’s
sovereignty and right to security, while NATO must refrain from further expansion. This
implies Ukraine declaring neutrality with international security guarantees under the
auspices of the UN.

We demand diplomatic initiatives to end the war instead of spending billions of Euro for
supplying weapons to feed it. Cynically, the EU has linked its aid exclusively to loans
with conditions such as the removal of “trade barriers” in favour of large European
corporations—an exploitation of war for neoliberal ends. We fight for debt relief for
Ukraine and for redirecting military spending towards reconstruction and social
recovery for all people affected by the war.

Every person has the right to refuse orders to kill. Thus, we support conscientious
objectors from all sides and call for redirecting military spending towards reconstruction
and social recovery.

Building a peaceful and just future
Europe’s defence and security must become Europe’s responsibility.

We demand the closure of foreign military bases on European soil and call for the
dissolution of NATO in favour of a collective European security system.

On the 50th anniversary of the Helsinki Agreement, we call for concrete steps: regional
disarmament initiatives, nuclear-weapon-free zones, the demilitarization of sensitive
regions such as the Arctic and the Baltic Sea, and stronger support for independent
peace research.

History teaches us a clear lesson: wars and arms races are never stopped from above.
Those in power abandon militarization and war only when they are forced to—by
pressure from below. It is ordinary people who have the power to change the course of
history.

When the labour movement and the peace movement stand together, real change
becomes possible.
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Il. OUR LIVES ARE NOT FOR SALE, NO TO AUSTERITY!

Twenty-one percent of the EU’s population—ninety-three million people—live in poverty,
while the wealth of the richest 0.001% has more than doubled since 1995. This is not a
failure of policy, but the result of deliberate political choices.

The European Commission’s objective of reducing the number of people at risk of
exclusion by only fifteen million by 2050 is scandalously inadequate. The Social Pillar,
lacking legal force and subordinated to austerity, remains largely symbolic.

In addition, large parts of the continent continue to suffer from high unemployment
rates, compounded by the serious problem of undeclared work, a real scourge affecting
millions of migrants and European citizens alike. Countries like Greece face the disman-
tling of labour law, and low paid jobs, resulting from government policies.

The austerity regime imposed across Europe in 2008, in the wake of the financial crisis,
is a coordinated attack on wages and public services. This, too, was a deliberate political
decision: competitiveness was redefined as reducing labour costs and social standards
in favour of capital, thereby channelling wealth from the public sector and workers’
pockets into the financial sector and corporate profits.

After two decades of austerity, the European elite is attempting to impose a new, even
more brutal phase of social cuts to finance its military build-up. Additionally, the EU is
radically rolling back the progress made in the Green Deal while using militarization as
an excuse.

The EL defends intergenerational solidarity

The attacks on workers’ pensions across Europe have provoked some of the most
emblematic social struggles of recent years. From the massive and sustained
mobilizations in France and Spain against pension reforms, to the pivotal strikes in
Belgium and the ongoing debates in Germany, defending pensions has repeatedly
brought millions into the streets and shaped the political landscape.

People understand that this is not merely about financial cuts; it is an attack on the right
to rest—a project to dismantle the promise of a guaranteed, dignified old age earned
through a lifetime of work.

Retired people are increasingly among the poorest. The commodification of pensions
undermines intergenerational solidarity and the foundations of society. The EL defends
earlier retirement, in dignity and good health, for all generations through public pension
schemes.

Austerity measures exacerbate inequality and hit women, migrants, and young people
hardest, as they are disproportionately represented in precarious and underpaid jobs
and are also the first to suffer from cuts in public services and social benefits.

The political crisis gripping Europe today is the political bill for decades of policies that
favoured finance capital and monopolies at the expense of productive investment,
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wages, and social cohesion. What we see unfolding in parliaments—fragmentation,
instability, radicalization—is essentially the institutional translation of the economic
crisis. It is not “identity issues” fuelling the crisis, as far-right charlatans claim, but
material uncertainty.

Public services

For decades, public services have been subjected to privatization and commodification,
undermining quality and working conditions.

But health, water and energy supply, postal services, culture, transport, education, and
research are common goods and must be accessible throughout Europe. The renewal
of public services and social protection is essential to building a model of human
development and progress. They must be at the heart of ecological transition and
solidarity. They must rest on collective ownership, sufficient staffing, and the right of
workers to shape the organization of labour.

The EL demands universal social rights: guaranteed healthcare, decent wages, the right
to training, strong public services, and secure pensions.

The EL advocates for the creation of hew public services and removing essential areas
of life from commodification.

The EL proposes an alternative vision based on stable public funding, the recognition
of care work, and gender mainstreaming in all public policies. Women and men must
have support for the care they provide. This is a normal essential of life and community.

Health

Defending public, universal, and high-quality healthcare means guaranteeing dignity
and autonomy for all.

The EL shares various recommendations from the Conference on the Future of Europe
regarding the need to ensure shared responsibilities between the EU and its Member
States in order to guarantee an affordable healthcare system that provides all citizens
with unrestricted access to necessary medical care, including the European health
database, research and innovation programmes, and the inclusion of topics such as
mental health and sex education in curricula for the younger generation.

But these are words—and reality is different. Decades of austerity and privatization have
weakened healthcare systems, allowing financial logic to prevail over quality of care.

Mental health, too often ignored or stigmatized, is central to contemporary social needs.
Fighting for healthcare that is accessible to all is inseparable from the fight for
emancipation, democratic participation, and resistance to authoritarian logics that
exploit suffering and isolation.

The EL advocates for social investment, recognizing healthcare as an economic, social,
and democratic lever that creates jobs, cohesion, and collective well-being.
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Education

Education and research are pillars of emancipation. From early childhood to higher
education and research, knowledge is increasingly commodified, to the detriment of
young people, families, and society. Autonomous public research is a condition for
social and economic progress and must not be governed by market dogma. We need a
strong, emancipatory public education system that serves the needs of the working
class and society as a whole, not primarily the interests of large private corporations
and the market.

Energy

Energy, transformed into a deregulated commodity, illustrates the failure of competition-
driven policies: speculation, unsustainable bills, and record profits. The EL demands that
universal access to affordable, low-carbon, and cooperative energy is guaranteed for
all people living in Europe.

Housing

Housing has become a social emergency. Prices have risen by 48% in eight years, while
rents absorb up to 40% of income.

The EL stands for:

- Legal caps on rent and sale prices through legal measures at national and local
levels.

- Massive expansion of public and cooperative housing construction, with at least
20% social housing in large cities, with the EU providing funds to Member
States—which it can do without violating European law.

- Expansion of social housing beyond the lowest-income groups to the broader
population, based on successful universal housing models in various European
cities.

- Restriction of speculation by controlling and limiting housing ownership by
vulture and investment funds.

- Low-interest loans with state guarantees and subsidies for young citizens who
wish to acquire their own property.

— A moratorium on tourist rentals in saturated areas.

- A European Investment Plan for Affordable Housing, excluding speculative
actors.

That is precisely why we support setting up a European Citizens’ Initiative on social and
ecological housing issues in 2026, including shared and intergenerational forms of
housing and common ownership, state and municipal investments in energy-efficient
renovation, and affordable housing for homeless and socially disadvantaged people,
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students, and commuters. We should build on submitted ECls—together with tenant and
housing initiatives—that have not yet been successful, such as “HouseEurope!”.

Making solidarity a political project through social investment

Austerity is not merely an economic policy, but a choice that determines who is
protected and who is considered expendable.

The renewal of public services and social protection is essential to building a model of
human development and progress. As essential common goods, public services and
social protection must be at the heart of ecological transition and solidarity.

Their transformation requires stronger democracy. Elected representatives, users,
workers, representatives of civil society (NGOs, social associations, etc.), and local
authorities must participate in evaluation and decision-making based on social and
ecological criteria. These structures must rest on collective ownership, sufficient
staffing, and the right of workers to shape the organization of labour. Parliaments and
popular consultations must have the power to define and expand public services,
research, equality, ecological transition, and secure training and professional pathways.

Political Document Approved by the 8th Congress of the European Left |12



EN
lll. AN ECONOMY THAT SERVES THE PEOPLE

The fight to save and transform the European economy and industry is becoming a
central political battlefield. Europe faces a triple challenge: social, ecological, and peace
related. Addressing these requires a profound transformation of the economy, as
economic activity lies at the core of all three dimensions.

In the ongoing transformation of the economy and society, the EL highlights the role of
the working class in production and defends its interests.

It is they who create wealth through labour and expertise, and who take the risks that
come with it—from hazardous production lines to the looming threat of plant closures
and job losses. This is being affirmed by the hundreds of thousands of workers across
Europe in mobilizations at ArcelorMittal, Tata Steel, Renault, Bosch, etc. They are
defending not only their jobs, but the very future of essential, modern industries—
industries whose past record profits were built by workers’ skills and whose survival
depends on directing those profits toward green transition and innovation.

For years, the working class has faced a relentless ideological and economic offensive
targeting wages, framed by employers and right-wing parties as the primary obstacle to
industrial “competitiveness,” demanding wage reductions and promoting low-wage
precarious jobs (Uber, ..). Yet in advanced industries, wages often represent only a
minor fraction of total production costs. The truth is that corporate profit margins have
soared over the long term precisely because wage growth has systematically lagged
behind productivity gains, leading to a historic decline in labour’s share of national
income.

The fight for real wage increases has thus become a crucial frontline battle. This struggle
is about purchasing power and the defence of economic logic and social justice against
a strategy that seeks to make workers pay for every crisis, while shielding record
corporate profits and financing the priorities of militarization and shareholder dividends.

In defending workers’ social and economic rights, the EL demands that technological
change must be redirected toward social welfare, ecological balance, and peaceful co-
development.

For a new economic logic

The EU must abandon the illusion that growth can be driven by constant export
competition. The economy must be rebuilt on social needs—the true engine of social
and ecological transformation—and on strengthening domestic demand.

A new economic logic starts with employment and training, supported—but not
dominated—by material investment.

The supply side—companies and public services alike—must be profoundly reshaped,
while income and purchasing power are strengthened. But this must be a different kind
of demand: one oriented toward a new relationship with nature and robust public
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services. Efficiency in the 21st century requires new goals: well-being and meaningful
production, resource conservation, and a drastic reduction in pollution.

This also requires institutional transformation and reform of the European treaties,
enabling democratic influence over companies, banks, and the European Central Bank.
Treaty changes remain necessary but must not delay immediate action.

Tax the rich—and make big business pay!

The wealth is there—piled high in tax havens and swollen by corporate greed. Enough!
We demand a radical redistribution: tax the 1%, claw back the fortunes of the billionaires,
and impose a heavy levy on the super-profits of big business. This is not about charity—
it's about justice. It's about funding what we all need: quality healthcare for all, pensions
we can live on, green public transport, affordable housing, and well-paid, secure jobs.
The money isn’t missing—it’s just in the wrong hands.

Towards a New European Industrial Policy

A modern industrial policy requires an active public sector as investor and producer,
coordinated planning between national and European levels, and public or social
ownership in strategic sectors: energy, mobility, technological sovereignty, healthcare
industries, and critical materials. It requires rebalancing productive capacities between
European countries and levelling out the differences between core states and different
economic peripheries, which have become more pronounced in recent years.

As representative democracies become increasingly captured by economic and media
interests, new forms of participation are emerging that demand justice, meaningful
political engagement, and genuine citizen control.

The EL proposes a social-ecological and democratic pact empowering workers and
citizens to intervene in economic decision-making.

Democratic control and workers’ intervention rights must be enshrined at European
level, granting influence over investment, technological development, and work
organization. Sectoral councils—with governments, workers, and civil society—should
coordinate planning and monitor outcomes.

The cooperative ecosystem must be expanded through better financing, legal support,
and facilitation of worker buyouts. The social and solidarity economy must be defined
not only by legal form, but by operating according to criteria beyond profit maximization.

Business scaling must serve the common good: strengthening technological
sovereignty, improving working conditions, and ensuring that industrial development
contributes to full, high-quality employment across Europe.

We need the financing of public projects by public banks and the European Central
Bank.

The EL recognizes the independence of the ECB. The EL, however, calls for a new
mandate that breaks with the neoliberal economic agenda, and that is tied to
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employment, sustainability, and strategic investments in public goods and a and
peaceful industrial policy.

Public spending must be freed from dependence on financial markets. The issuance of
central bank money—such as the seven trillion euros during the COVID crisis—must be
mobilised today to finance socially and environmentally sustainable development. This
is a reasonable strategy, as repayment will come from future sustainable value creation
and by triggering a positive development cycle.

Fiscal measures must accompany this process and later allow for a deep tax overhaul.
At EU level, a mix of monetary and fiscal instruments, along with measures limiting
financial market dominance, is essential. Non-euro countries should also benefit from
ECB-backed monetary initiatives supporting social and ecological convergence.

Public enterprises should lead ecological and social transformation, while private
companies must be regulated to serve the common good: ensuring good jobs,
ecological value creation, and preventing relocation.

The EL demands that credit and public financing follow social and ecological criteria:
creation of quality jobs, income security, resource savings, emission reductions, and
genuine added value for society.

The EU and the ECB should prioritize the sustainable funding of SMEs and innovative
start-ups against the suffocating dominance of multinationals, cartels, and oligopolies.

These demands push the boundaries set by EU institutions and European treaties.
Therefore, they must be amended with the aim of enabling democratic influence over
companies, banks, and the European Central Bank.

Militarising the European economy will not save our industry

Military spending is increasingly presented as an industrial strategy, a solution to
economic stagnation, and even to job creation. However, military Keynesianism is a
dead end. If weapons are produced, they must ultimately be used—Ileading to war. If
they are not used, production stops—Ileading to crisis.

The push for 5% of GDP on military budgets means billions that should fund the energy
transition are instead poured into weapons—yet this militarization will not save our
industry or create a sustainable future for the working class.

EL’s Key Proposals

1. Taxing the rich: reclaim the wealth the richest accumulate and reinvest it in public
services, pensions, and an economy for all.

Ensuring tax justice with a European framework for fair corporate taxation, and an end
to fiscal dumping.

Socializing key sectors—energy, transport, and heavy industry—to democratically plan
the green transition, protect jobs, and break the rule of private profit over public need.

Democratising and reorienting the ECB.
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Low-interest rate loans with state guarantees and subsidies to young citizens that wish
to acquire their own property.

Financial transaction tax: To curb speculative capital flows and support productive,
social, and ecological investments

5. Democratic reform of subsidies and public incentives: all public support must be
subject to democratic scrutiny and comply with ecological and social standards.

Two flagship proposals of the European Left:

- A European Fund for ecological and social development, with the mission to
finance public services through direct ECB credits at zero or negative interest
rates (Article 123.2 of the Lisbon Treaty), with democratic governance.

- Selective refinancing, whereby the ECB offers banks favourable rates when
loans finance job-creating, low-emission investments, and charges higher
rates for investments that destroy jobs, increase emissions, or trigger
relocations.

New Rules and Regulatory Principles:

The European Left opposes plans promoting mechanisms to deregulate labour, goods,
and services markets, as presented by President Anténio Costa at the informal summit
in Alden Biesen.

Under slogans such as “competitiveness” and “cutting red tape”, an avalanche of de-
regulation is being set in motion. We oppose the so-called “28th legal regime”, which
would be detached from the labour and social standards of the 27 Member States and
could undermine employment protections, guaranteed wages, and safeguards against
dismissal.

Labour laws and social rights achieved through decades-long struggles could be dis-
mantled. These plans must therefore be rejected and denounced as an attack on fun-
damental rights.

The EL advocates rules that promote cooperation rather than competition—non-
capitalist cooperative agreements, shared technologies, and geographically balanced
production across the EU.

Concrete measures include:
- Applying social and environmental conditionality to all public subventions.

- Transparency and democratic oversight, including mandatory publication of
emissions, subsidies, workforce data, value creation, and profits.

- Binding rules against social and ecological dumping in supply chains, with
legal liability for lead firms.

- Strengthened public and social finance institutions, such as cooperative and
development banks.
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The Alden Biesen European summit in February 2026, which brought together Euro-
pean leaders marks a dangerous turning point in EU industrial policy. Faced with a crisis
of European industry, the Commission proposes not a public energy transition, not in-
vestment in health or education, but the same failed recipes of the past: deregulation
and capital market expansion through privatisation. This vision is fundamentally anti-
social and anti-climate. The Draghi report, now being implemented, presents militarisa-
tion as the only future for European industry—ignoring the fact that weapons production
creates no sustainable value for society. The European Left rejects this false choice be-
tween social welfare and industrial competitiveness. We demand instead a public-led
ecological transition that serves working people, not arms manufacturers and financial
speculators.

The recent Omnibus directives and the Commission's proposed "28th regime" for labour
also represent a systematic deregulation of workers' rights across all sectors. This is not
merely about militarisation—it is a comprehensive vision to dismantle labour protec-
tions, social security, and public services throughout the European Union. The European
Commission is exploiting Trump’s aggressive policy to push through these measures,
creating a state of emergency that justifies bypassing democratic scrutiny and social
dialogue. The 28th regime would establish a parallel legal framework allowing compa-
nies to opt out of national labour standards, while the Omnibus directives attack collec-
tive bargaining, working time regulations, and job security. This is the Commission's true
vision: a deliberate strategy of social regression to open markets to global capital and
gain competitive advantage through the exploitation of workers.

The Commission's agenda extends beyond militarisation and labour deregulation to the
wholesale privatisation of pensions and public services, forcing citizens into capital mar-
kets that benefit financial elites.

This represents a fundamental attack on the working class, using geopolitical crisis as
cover for permanent austerity. Militarisation, deregulation, and privatisation are three
pillars of a single project.
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IV. TRKING CONTROL OF THE DIGITAL ECONOMY

Al is not just a new tool, comparable to technological innovations of the past, but a new
layer of power—concentrating control over data, infrastructure, and knowledge in the
hands of a few corporations and states. Unless progressive forces intervene, it will
deepen exploitation, erode democracy, and accelerate ecological destruction. The EL
strives to turn this technological turning point into a political one: that demands clear
rules for employees, developers, users, and companies responsible for its use.

The EU has presented the world’s first regulation with its Al law (Al Act, DSA, DMA,
GDPR), thereby introducing initial restrictions on the uncontrolled production and use of
Al. This shows that regulation is possible. However, without a public data initiative, these
measures fall short of bringing about fundamental change, as they individualize efforts
and are greatly diluted by strong lobbying. The EU Commission’s “high-risk” approach
focuses too narrowly on direct consumer protection. While liability issues concerning
self-driving cars have thus been addressed, media and cultural production, for example,
remain completely exempt from regulation—a situation against which media
representatives themselves have strongly spoken out.

The consequences of Al for work are already clear. Productivity gains are captured as
profit, while workers face job losses, deskilling, and intensified monitoring. Platform
workers and public employees are managed by algorithms that track and penalise them
in real time. Particularly due to their multilingual skills, migrant workers are among those
increasingly working with Al Therefore, we support the implementation of and
commitment to the “10 Principles for Ethical Al,” developed by the international service
workers’ union Uni Global.

Behind “smart” systems stand a global workforce of poorly paid data annotators and
moderators, often in the Global South. Without strong labour rights, Al will serve to
discipline workers rather than improve their lives. The infrastructure required for Al to
function also raises questions about how it can be produced: extractive exploitation on
the one hand, and poorly paid assembly-line workers in southern countries on the other.

Al is a new battleground over the future of work, democracy, and the commons. Placing
it under democratic, social, and ecological control is a precondition for any credible left
strategy in the twenty-first century.

The key question is who controls Al (infrastructure, algorithms, and data), for what
purpose, and under what democratic and social conditions.

The EL rejects both techno-utopian hype and fatalistic resignation. Al can strengthen
public services, improve working conditions, plan ecological transition, and expand
access to knowledge—but only if democratic control replaces corporate and military
dominance.

The ecological cost of Al is often hidden. Training and running large models consume
vast amounts of energy, water, and raw materials. Data centres compete with
communities for resources, and environmental burdens are outsourced to other regions
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and generations. In a growth-obsessed system, Al today mainly optimises extraction
and consumption rather than enabling a just ecological transition.

This demands a profound change in European digital and economic policy: rebuilding
public control over industrial tools in Europe.

The EL’s key demands are:-From market logic to rights-based governance. Digital
policy must centre on human rights and the public interest. Loopholes in current
legislation (Al Act, DSA, DMA, GDPR) on military, political, and surveillance uses
must be closed, and high-risk systems in employment, welfare, health, policing,
and migration must be strictly regulated or banned.

Make Al work for workers. Employees must have enforceable rights to
information, consultation, and participation regarding Al systems at work. Full
automation in hiring or evaluation must be banned.

Productivity gains must translate into shorter working hours and secure
employment. Global Al supply chains must ensure fair wages, health protection,
and trade union rights.

Build digital and data commons. Data generated by society should not be free
raw material for monopolies. Public and cooperative infrastructures should
manage data and Al in line with social and ecological goals. Publicly funded Al
models must be open, transparent, and accessible—not locked into proprietary
silos. The EL calls for the creation of a public data company to keep data under
collective democratic control and monitor what information is being collected.
Companies must be legally required to clearly disclose what information they
store and why they store it, including the purpose and retention period of
collected data.

Break concentration of power. Large-scale, resource-intensive Al projects cannot
be left to corporate discretion. Public oversight, transparency, and impact
assessments on rights and the environment must be mandatory. We should
generalise the use of open-source IT systems and software in government and
ensure that all software developed by public authorities is made available as
open source. Furthermore, any data collection in public spaces should only be
permitted using devices designed according to privacy by design, with open-
source code, and with transparent, open data governance so that public scrutiny
and democratic control are guaranteed.

Instead of subsidizing Al giants, such as Google or Meta, the EU must derivatize
them. European cooperations are needed to create public infrastructures—a
“CERN for socially useful AlI”—governed democratically with real participation
from workers, experts, and social movements.

Demand the right to personal privacy from big tech including social media and
major data platforms. Oppose mega companies like Palantir who have reportedly
played a role in targeted assassinations in recent wars yet are winning contracts
that allow them access to our most personal details.
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V. TOGETHER WITH TRADE UNIONS

Trade unions have proven to be fundamental pillars in the defence of labour rights.
Through powerful mobilizations—from general strikes in Belgium, Portugal and ltaly to
mass protests in France against pension reform—they have managed to halt regressive
policies and attempts to criminalize social resistance. These fights and victories
demonstrate that collective action remains a vital force for safeguarding hard-won social
protection and resisting neoliberal advances.

Countries governed by the left—especially those in which the Party of the European Left
(EL) is present, such as Spain and Slovenia—have succeeded in halting or preventing
these regressions, showing that alternative labour policies are both viable and effective.

For a Europe of Decent Work, Justice, and Solidarity

The EL will strengthen its collaboration with the European trade union sphere to develop
a comprehensive strategy to confront the challenges posed by the neoliberal and
militarized model.

The EL commits itself to:

1. Maintain and strengthen TUNE (Trade Unionists Network Europe) as a key
structure for political-union coordination, ensuring its autonomy, continuity, and
capacity for action.

Improve relations with European trade unions, both within the framework of the ETUC
(European Trade Union Confederation) and with national leaderships, promoting spaces
for political dialogue and strategic coordination.

Give visibility to TUNE, encouraging its active participation in festivals, gatherings, and
spaces of unity across the transformative left, with particular attention to the inclusion
of young trade unionists and new forms of labour organization.

Promote European campaigns against austerity and the war economy.

Promote mechanisms of direct democracy in the workplace, enabling workers to
participate in key decisions regarding working conditions, ecological transition, fiscal
justice, and public policy.

Promote the adoption of European collective contracts and a European minimum wage
calculation formula.

Support the creation of European trade union observatories to monitor the rollback of
labour rights, union repression, and regressive reforms driven by right-wing and far-right
governments.

Foster international cooperation between trade unions and social movements,
especially in contexts of post-conflict reconstruction, forced migration, and the climate
crisis.
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Strengthen the role of trade unions in fighting xenophobia and defending the human
right to migrate, promoting initiatives that facilitate the labour and social integration of
migrants. This includes campaigns against racial discrimination in the workplace,
intercultural training programmes within unions, and the full recognition of labour rights
for all people, regardless of origin. This is essential for confronting the far right’s hate
speech and building a Europe of solidarity.

The defence of labour rights carried out by trade unions cannot be separated from a
broader aspiration: to reclaim the public sphere, restore the primacy of life over profit,
and build a new social pact that subordinates the economy to ethics.
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VI. FEMINIST VALUES AND POLITICS

Currently, the fundamental values of feminism — resistance to oppression and
patriarchal violence, resistance to attacks on social and human rights, the sharing of
responsibilities and co-responsibility in care work, as well as antifascism and peace —
are more necessary than ever. Feminism, as one of the most powerful sources of hope
and inspiration in the struggle for a new society, by placing life at the centre and
exposing the contradictions of the system, is capable of continuing to generate
awareness among new generations of young women and mobilizing massively from the
local to the global level.

Economic equality and autonomy

Wage and pension gaps between men and women generate economic dependency
that fuels violence and undermines autonomy. The response must involve upward har-
monisation of social protection systems, the defence of the most advanced rights, and
the fight against precariousness that disproportionately affects women.

The EU Treaties guarantee equality; we demand measures to make this promise real.
European policies must ensure decent work, real wage equality, public care systems,
decent housing, and opportunities free of gender bias and from sexist prejudice. The
social progress protocol must be included in the Treaties to ensure that women’s social
and human rights prevail over economic freedoms. The privatisation of social security
and care must be stopped as it worsens women’s precariousness.

War and militarization: extreme patriarchal violence

Wars particularly affect women, who face sexual violence, trafficking, sexual
exploitation, widowhood, displacement and the destruction of their means of
subsistence. Socially, war multiplies the invisible workload of women, as cuts to public
services increase care responsibilities. Militarisation reinforces patriarchal roles and
normalises violence against women and all LGBTI and gender non-conforming people.
Therefore, the EL opposes all militarisation and all recruitment, even when presented
as “egalitarian”, as they masculinise society and reinforce patriarchy. We propose the
creation of a European observatory on the impact of wars on women and demand a
permanent feminist presence in all peace negotiations.

Health and reproductive rights

The far right threatens women’s autonomy to make decisions about their own bodies,
their motherhood, their sexual orientation and gender identity, and that of gender non-
conforming people. The EL reaffirms that the right to decide on motherhood is non-
negotiable, including legal, free, safe and publicly funded abortion in all public health
systems. The EL demands the total decriminalisation of abortion and the removal of all
legal, economic, administrative and social barriers. EU health systems must guarantee
access to contraception, family planning, prenatal and maternal care, as well as safe
abortion. The right to abortion must be enshrined in the EU Charter of Fundamental

Political Document Approved by the 8th Congress of the European Left |22



EN

Rights. Full respect for sexual orientation and gender identity in healthcare is essential.
Bodily sovereignty is the foundation of citizenship.

High-quality childcare services are a responsibility of society as a whole. Support for
parental responsibilities must be universal and accessible for all parents. The EL will
campaign to outlaw the dismissal of pregnant women. Maternity and/or paternity leave
must be equal but non-transferable to ensure the highest level of protection and
security.

Care responsibilities

Care is at the centre of feminist politics. Women sustain society, especially when cuts to
public services — often aimed at financing military spending — place even more
responsibility on families and, within them, on women. Strong, high-quality public
services, especially in health, education and universal care systems, as well as the
ratification of International Labour Organisation (ILO) Convention 189, are essential to
provide decent conditions for care workers and recipients, and to relieve the burden of
unpaid care work. Policies must ensure the distribution of responsibilities between the
state, the market, men and women, revaluing and defeminising care while ensuring
equality.

Gender-based violence

Patriarchal violence takes many forms and affects women in all their diversity,
LGBTQIA+, migrants and racialised women, as well as gender non-conforming people:
femicide; domestic, sexual, psychological, digital, socio- economic, institutional,
obstetric and vicarious violence; female genital mutilation; forced marriages; human
trafficking; sexual and reproductive exploitation. We demand respect for and full
implementation of the Istanbul Convention by the EU and all its Member States. It is
essential to recognise femicide in legislation, as these killings are not isolated crimes
but the extreme expression of systemic oppression.

Education and patriarchal culture

The far right in Europe is driving a reactionary shift in education. In collaboration with
feminist movements, the EL defends an education system that guarantees real equality
— secular, co-educational, diverse, public, democratic and free — that eradicates sexist
gender roles and stereotypes, while integrating gender studies, equality education and
sexual education at all levels.

The EU urgently needs a comprehensive framework to combat patriarchal culture
deeply rooted in institutions and curricula. Socio-emotional education is also under
threat, with attempts to restore stereotypical roles and roll back feminist progress.

Feminist Antifascism

A strong and united feminism is necessary to stop the global rise of fascism. The feminist
struggle is also an antifascist struggle because they want us silent and invisible.

Fascism is misogyny and hatred towards women and LGBTQIA+; we propose a world
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opposed to its values. We place the care of life at the centre, while they promote wars
and genocide. Feminism is part of the foundations of the alternative society we need to
build, for a world of free and equal people, without exceptions or exclusions.

Seven years after the European Parliament resolution against neo-fascist violence, it
has still not been implemented.

The EL will continue fighting to end discrimination and ensure the full inclusion of all
diversities, especially LGBTQIA+, including recognition of the right to marriage and
adoption at European level.
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VIl. A GENERATION IS RISING UP

Across Europe, the younger generation is living through a period marked by uncertainty
and exploitation. Decades of neoliberalism have eroded public life and collective rights,
leaving working-class young people trapped between precarity, housing insecurity, and
a future increasingly defined by war, fear, and inequality.

Militarism is also poisoning classrooms and social media: young people are gradually
being degraded into recruits as mobilisation letters, compulsory examinations, and mil-
itary propaganda invade school corridors.

More young people are refusing to be cannon fodder and, as in Germany, are
expressing their resistance through strikes and slogans: “You won’t get our brothers.”
There are cases in which students who have resisted militaristic propaganda in schools
have been taken to court and threatened with state repression. This must stop.

Young people in many EU countries are not intimidated by this reality. They resist. From
student movements to climate strikes, from rent struggles to feminist mobilizations, from
pro-Palestinian rallies to demonstrations against Trump-policies, against the war in
Ukraine and for better education, young people across the continent are standing up
for peace, dignity, solidarity, and democracy. These movements are not isolated; they
express a shared longing for a Europe that serves people, not profit.

Young people carry the future within them—and at the same time, they are the present.
Without the protagonist role of youth, there is and will be no social change.

The European Left and its youth network, ELYN, seeks to give political form to this eman-
cipatory energy by building a shared front capable of coordinating youth struggles and
articulating an alternative to the neoliberal order in Europe.

A battle is unfolding before our eyes to win over young people. Extreme right-wing
forces are gaining ground, particularly among young (male) members of the working
class. These movements sow hatred, racism, and masculinism. Their ideology is based
on individualism, competition, and oppression.

The EL and ELYN take up this battle. We do not leave young people to establishment or
far-right forces. We stand for a vision in which young people recognize their shared
identity as members of the working class—those who produce society’s wealth and
keep it running.

The EL calls for building a European youth movement that is antimilitarist, pacifist,
antifascist, feminist, and solidaristic, linking the struggle for peace with the fight for
democracy, sovereignty, and social transformation.

Youth and Housing Justice

The housing crisis shapes the material reality of the younger generation in Europe. Mil-
lions of working-class young people are forced to delay or abandon the idea of living
independently.

Young people need a European Initiative for the Right to Housing that confronts the
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housing market and places housing back under public and social control. This includes
rent regulation, the expansion of public and cooperative housing, and income-based
measures specifically for young people, including access to affordable student housing.

Youth at Work: Rights, Stability and Dignity

While rents and housing prices rise dramatically, young workers see their incomes fall—
due to declining wages, cuts to night and weekend bonuses, and increasingly
precarious flexible jobs.

Young workers face a specific and increasingly difficult situation. Many struggle to enter
the labour market and are confronted with precarious contracts, forced flexibility, and
temporary work. This results in profound instability—especially financial instability—at a
time when young people want to become independent. In many cases, they are
effectively deprived of the right to strike because they risk losing their jobs or must
repay loans for housing or mobility.

Labour rights are the foundation of democracy. They are particularly important for young
workers who need secure conditions to build a future.

Young working-class people—especially women, LGBTQIA+ youth, and migrants—face
precarious contracts, new labour risks, low wages, and unpaid internships. We call for
shorter working hours, fair wages, stronger regulation of platform-economy jobs,
collective bargaining, and the abolition of unpaid internships.

Youth and Education

The neoliberal model has transformed education into a market, turning students into
clients and teachers into precarious workers. Across Europe, young people graduate
into insecurity, debt, and temporary contracts.

Yet education must be public, free, secular, and critical—from early schooling to public
universities. It should empower people, not reproduce inequality.

We fight for an education system rooted in equality and collective progress. This
includes increased public investment in education, research, and innovation; universal
access to higher education; and the defence of universities as spaces of freedom and
democracy.
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VIIl. SAVE THE PLANET - CHANGE THE SYSTEM

Despite the measures taken, our world is increasingly threatened by the consequences
of the industrial and capitalist mode of production and consumption.

The European Left is committed to transforming the economy away from unlimited
growth and dependence on fossil fuels, thus creating the conditions for a just green
transition. The goal is not to produce more profits for the rich, but to shift from private
consumerism to accessible public services—and to live better while using fewer re-
sources.

Public ownership of common goods: de-commodify, decolonize, social-
ize.

In a destabilized climate, environmental policy must follow a dual strategy: rapid
emission reductions and profound changes in production, combined with preparation
for a world of recurring extreme events beyond extractivism.

The EL is therefore committed to strategic long-term planning that gives priority to
human rights over property rights, measuring progress in the realisation of human rights
rather than GDP. What is needed is funding for climate adaptation to combat the loss
and damages caused by climate change, as well as technology transfer to the Global
South without neo-colonial conditions. We advocate a broad programme of international
research cooperation by supporting public institutions at European level.

The EL acknowledges and joins the international debate on the juridification of
environmental standards. We call for the recognition and protection of the status of
climate refugees. We condemn excessive consumption. We call for a ban on private
space tourism and the regulation of environmental pollution in space.

Climate change and adaptation

Even if key thresholds have been crossed, every fraction of a degree matters. Human
survival requires maximum ambition. To this end, it is necessary to strengthen the
precautionary principle, respecting social and environmental norms. The EL calls for a
European adaptation and disaster strategy, including a dedicated ministry equipped
with a budget commensurate with the challenges, to anticipate health impacts such as
heat stress and the spread of tropical diseases.

The EL demands the modernization of infrastructure and climate-resilient urban
planning, including the application of the 15-minute city concept to ensure that all
essential daily needs are within 15 minutes’ walking or cycling distance. Part of the
necessary funding for this should come from the redistribution of revenue from
emissions taxes through climate dividends.

The EL also considers the priority protection of vulnerable communities to be important.
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Sustainable economics: a New Industrial Revolution

We need a fundamental economic transformation: from exploitation to economies
centred on common goods and democratic control.

The EL advocates restructuring European industry through sustainable, local circular
economies and an end to public support for unsustainable practices.

We call for the internalisation of actual environmental and social costs and, to this end,
the enforcement of full liability for environmental pollution (polluter pays principle;
ecocide in EU criminal law).

Instead of planned obsolescence—which we want to ban—we call for guaranteed long-
term repairability and, where ecologically and socially appropriate, the promotion of
repair, the sharing of products and services, and the promotion of community
infrastructure.

We call for regulating finance, Al energy use, and excessive profits within planetary
boundaries.

Energy, housing, and mobility

We must break free from an energy market left to speculation and short-term profit logic,
which generates prohibitive prices and maintains dependence on fossil fuels. Economic
militarisation squanders resources essential for the transition to a socio-ecological
transformation. We must break with this double destructive logic to guarantee abundant,
clean, and affordable energy. This requires massive, planned public investment in
renewables and energy efficiency—vectors of industrial sovereignty, stable
employment, and a just ecological transition.

A just transition means clean energy, dignified housing, and accessible mobility.
EL demands:

— Exit the Energy Charter Treaty and end fossil fuel subsidies.

— End fossil fuel dependence—prioritising decarbonisation and storage.

— Enhance and finance research on alternative energy sources.

— Invest in zero-carbon, energy-positive housing and retrofitting.

— Expand affordable, high-quality rail and free public transport.

— Ban private jets, large yachts, and short-haul flights under 1,000 km.
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Animals — Someone, not Something
Animals are sentient beings, not commodities.
EL demands:

— Implement all European Citizens’ Initiatives: ban cages, fur farming, and animal
testing.

— End long-distance live transport.
— Enforce strict standards, controls, and penalties.
— Introduce transparent labelling of living conditions.

— Ban harmful breeding practices and exploitative entertainment.
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IX. AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SOVEREIGNTY

As capitalism penetrates agriculture, it relies increasingly on chemicals, antibiotics, and
ever larger and more powerful equipment. This massive substitution of labour by capital
has not only been to the detriment of agricultural employment, but also to the
sustainability of our agroecosystems. There is an urgent need to promote agroecology
based on the complementarity of habitats, species, and varieties, and the closure of
major biophysical and chemical cycles. The peoples of Europe deserve a different
agricultural model, which is a necessary condition to produce sufficient, healthy, and
balanced food.

Agroecology and food sovereignty go hand in hand, countering the stranglehold of capital
on our agriculture and food—hence the following demands:

— Defend the fundamental right of peoples to produce their own food by
coordinating agricultural and food policies.

— Reject any free trade in agricultural goods and advocate new cooperation
between peoples around agricultural research, agricultural education, and the
sharing of culinary cultures.

— Combat any patenting of genetic resources and consider them a common good
of humanity.

— Support producers in gradually phasing out the use of plant protection products,
considering the realities of each farm.

— Develop the resources allocated to health safety, traceability, labelling, and
certification control.

— Work to develop local supply chains based on a dense network of slaughtering,
marketing, and processing facilities.

The current agricultural model is unsustainable. Most farmers survive only through
public support, while the Common Agricultural Policy disproportionately benefits large
agribusiness and the industrial animal sector. Workers are exploited, animals reduced
to commodities, and environmental costs externalised.

The envisaged CAP reform (2027 and beyond) must be strictly oriented toward the
future challenges of guaranteeing the right of every citizen to food—both in the EU-27
and globally—and ensuring the existence of farms and production in the Member States.
We therefore demand that CAP funding is finally shifted from a market-oriented
approach toward one focused on European food security and sovereignty.

We salute the blocking of the EU-Mercosur Deal by the European Parliament, which is
a victory for the farmers and the left forces.
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The EL calls for redirecting agricultural policy towards food sovereignty, resilience, and
justice:

— Secure sufficient, nutritious food for Europe, including worst-case scenarios.
— Break up monopolies; ban land speculation.

— Support organic, circular practices and short, transparent supply chains.

— Guarantee fair wages and prices along the entire value chain.

— End food waste and reduce animal production to ecological levels.

— Phase out feed imports linked to deforestation; promote plant-based diets.
— Protect water, phase out harmful chemicals, and restore ecosystems.

— Establish at least 30% protected land and marine areas, with one third strictly
protected.
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X. CULTURE COSTS. NO CULTURE COSTS MORE

The cultural and creative industries (CCIl) employed around twelve million people in full-
time positions before the pandemic, representing 7.5% of all employees in the EU and
generating 5.3% of GDP. However, incomes in the cultural sector remain persistently
low, and working conditions are often far from meeting the standards of decent work or
providing fair social security coverage.

We must acknowledge that culture is an irreplaceable sector that strengthens
democratic dialogue, connects us with the world, links the lessons of the past with the
challenges of the future, contributes to solving social and ecological issues, and fosters
a culture of peace.

Considering the economic weight and societal importance of the cultural and creative
industries, the requirement that cultural producers receive at least 2% of all EU funding
is merely a minimum. The EL, however, calls for doubling this budget.

We also demand a Fair Work Seal for all cultural products, ensuring that those who buy
a book, attend a concert, or gift a video game can trust that the creators were compen-
sated. Furthermore, double taxation for artists working across EU borders must be ef-
fectively eliminated.

Artists and cultural producers from the European neighbourhood (the UK, the Balkans,
North Africa, Eastern Europe) require unbureaucratic access to work in EU member
states—from work permits to fair remuneration, tax reductions, and temporary social
insurance solutions.

Brexit has created existential problems for artists and creative professionals on both
sides of the Channel. Without resetting UK—EU cultural exchange—especially in the
areas of mobility and collaboration—young people will continue to be excluded from
training, exchange, and international opportunities. The EU must therefore work toward
agreements that facilitate touring for UK artists and performers, as well as the circulation
of UK cultural exhibitions.

Cultural dialogue and access to culture, information, and communication must be
guaranteed for all.

The Left has extensive experience in cultural exchange.

The European Left calls on the European Commission to increase investment in public
European media and broadcasting, and in libraries, so that access to culture and
European history is open to everyone and not increasingly dependent on private
financial means. Interlibrary loans must be simplified.

To ensure universal access to culture, information, knowledge, and communication, we
must also regulate the use of artificial intelligence by cultural and media producers. We
therefore advocate for culture and media to be included in—and regulated under—the
Commission’s high-security framework, rather than treated as a minor aspect of the
education sector.
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European media freedom initiatives, like other European bodies, require stable
institutional support. Without media freedom activists, we would lack crucial insight into
journalism under threat within and beyond Europe—whether due to media
concentration, SLAPP (Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation), or direct state
intervention that obstructs free reporting.

Intercultural dialogue and memory policy must not be sidelined in European cultural
funding. The cultural exception in copyright law for archives, museums, and similar
institutions must be applied mandatorily and safeguarded for public use, education, and
research.
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XI. ANTI-IMPERIALISM IN THE MULTIPOLAR WORLD

The rise of new powerful players has destabilized the US-centric world system.

The economic rise of the People’s Republic of China, the formation of the BRICS, and
other international and regional frameworks such as the African Union demonstrate that
the world is changing. However, the emergence of a multipolar world is not inevitable,
as it is met with both internal contradictions (e.g. among the BRICS) and vigorous re-
sistance from established powers—above all the USA and other imperial or regional
players.

Washington fights with all possible means to maintain its power and wants to pull the
entire world into a Cold War logic against Beijing and against all countries that want to
pursue their own course autonomously.

In contrast to Trump’s confrontational strategy, EL stands for relations between the EU
and China which are based on multilateralism and cooperation in solving global prob-
lems.

Trumpism represents an aggressive response by sectors of the ruling elites in the United
States to the fractures of capitalist globalization and the decline of U.S. imperial
dominance.

The U.S. has also stated in its security strategy that it wants to sabotage any form of
regional integration. That is why it has been trying for years to weaken projects such as
the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC): by playing countries
against each other, applying pressure, and supporting far-right allies.

Confronting the threats facing peoples

The intensification of U.S. coercive measures against Cuba, the aggression against
Venezuela, Mexico, and Colombia, the genocide of the Palestinian people in Gaza, and
the struggles of people in Iran as well as in Syria are receiving wide attention. But we
must not overlook other locations that are causing an unprecedented humanitarian
crisis: the war in Yemen, and the civil war in Sudan.

We call on the EU to denounce the occupation of Western Sahara by Morocco. The EU
must support efforts to achieve a peaceful solution to the Kurdish issue. The EL is in
solidarity with democratic rule in the self-governed Kurdish enclaves in Rojava, which is
attacked with military brutality by the Islamist central government of Syria.

We express our solidarity with the brave people of Iran, the women’s movement, and
the Iranian Left in their resistance to imperialist military attacks and international
interference, and their resistance to theocracy and monarchy. We call for a ceasefire
and reparations for Iran. The sanctions must end. It is important that Europe has no part
in this war of aggression from the USA and Israel.

A growing global majority seeks alternatives to US-led hegemony. The Party of the
European Left fights for a world without hegemonic powers, in which no state stands
above international law.
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Our anti-imperialism calls for a European Union that plays a balancing and mediating
role in the world system for human emancipation, instead of enforcing its own imperial
agenda. Therefore, it needs to be politically autonomous from imperial centres of
power—old and new.

Rebuilding multilateralism and global justice

The EL stands for a world order grounded in the fundamental principles of national
sovereignty and the right to self-determination, rejecting all forms of foreign intervention
and coercive measures. We oppose the use of unilateral sanctions, which inflict
collective punishment on populations and violate international law. The ELs
commitment to this sovereignty is inseparable from its international solidarity with
peoples struggling against imperialism and for a more just, peaceful, and cooperative
global future.

The United Nations remains the only global institution capable of enabling multilateral
governance based on law rather than force. We call for deep reform of the Security
Council, the strengthening of ECOSOC, the establishment of fair international financial
architecture, the creation of an International Tribunal for Climate Justice, and the
reinforcement of the prohibition of war as an instrument of foreign policy, in line with
Article 2.4 of the UN Charter.

Global human security requires the full implementation of the Sustainable Development
Goals. A new global financial order is needed—one that challenges the dominance of
the dollar and the rules of the IMF and the World Bank.

Fair trade, debt relief, and economic development for the Global South—
no to economic imperialism!

We oppose neoliberal free trade agreements and advocate new frameworks based on
cooperation, industrial and agricultural sovereignty, fair trade, social and ecological
standards, local production, and short supply chains.

We salute the blocking of the EU-Mercosur Deal by the European Parliament, which is
a win for farmers and left forces.

The European Left is striving to build an international trade policy that answers the
complexity of economic, ecological, and democratic challenges in our shifting world—
with its new technologies and the need for citizens’ self-empowerment to shape their
political, economic, and social realities in all countries of our planet.

The challenge facing global society is to reconcile the right to development with the
ecological limits of the planet and to ensure fair and cooperative exchange of goods
and services in the interests of all. The EL therefore favours an international trade policy
based on the principles of mutually beneficial, fair, and sustainable trade and
cooperation, including the readjustment of international investment policies.

The effects of climate change adversely affect the countries that have contributed the
least to it. We call for internationally coordinated action to ensure both development
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without further pollution and aid to countries affected by natural disasters and the
effects of climate change.

Realising human rights for everyone is a precondition for a peaceful and just world order.
Human rights must be upheld everywhere without double standards.

Building new cooperation and alliances concerns the European Left. Therefore, we wish
to work together with left and anti-authoritarian social movements in the US and build a
Euro—Atlantic bridge of peace, ecology, and social justice.
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XIl. EUROPE: PRESS THE RESET BUTTON!

In an increasingly unstable world, Europe and the European Union stand at a cross-
roads. As demonstrated at the Alden Biesen European Summit in February 2026, Euro-
pean leaders have chosen to respond to the EU’s multiple crises by deepening a far-
reaching neoliberal strategy—one that is anti-social, harmful to the climate, and increas-
ingly militaristic.

In doing so, they ignore the fact that it is precisely these failed policies that have driven
growing social inequality and eroded democratic rights, thereby fuelling the rise of the
radical chauvinist right across Europe. These forces pose a grave threat to democratic
and peaceful coexistence on our continent—further emboldened by support from the
Trump administration in his National Security Strategy which explicitly calls for a divided
Europe.

The single market and the EU treaties systematically and dominantly promote liberali-
sation, deregulation, and the free movement of capital—primarily benefiting ruling elites
and the economically strongest member states. At the same time, austerity policies and
precarious employment are imposed on working people to stabilise the EU as a class
project serving multinational corporations and financial capital.

The struggle for democracy and social progress therefore unfolds on two fronts: against
the neoliberal mainstream and against the chauvinist far right. To achieve this, the Left
must develop its own programme for a peaceful, solidaristic, ecological, and democratic
Europe. This programme must not be based on abstract ideas, but on the concrete in-
terests of working people: improving living conditions, advancing the social and ecolog-
ical transformation of the economy and society, strengthening public services, promot-
ing peace and ensuring democratic control.

In this spirit, we challenge the European treaties and directives that push for austerity
and militarization. We fight against fragmentation and division, advocating instead for
the unity of peoples—not within a prison of austerity and militarism, but through a radi-
cally different, emancipatory, social, ecological, and peaceful project. Our European pol-
icy builds on the internationalist traditions of the labour movement and on the shared,
Europe-wide struggle against fascism. These experiences—shaped by the devastation
of the World Wars and the horrors of the Holocaust—gave rise to visions of a united,
peaceful Europe that would overcome chauvinist nationalism and build the continent’s
cooperative character; such as the Manifesto of Ventotene formulated by Altiero Spinelli
and Ernesto Rossi during the inferno of World War II.

However, today’s European Union is not building the unity of the peoples of Europe,
rather the opposite, as itis largely driven by the interests of big capital and multinational
corporations.

While we continue to fight for improved living standards, a just social and ecological
transition, the protection of public goods, and the expansion of democracy in both so-
ciety and the economy, we recognise the need to develop a programme for the future
of the EU.
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Our vision of an alternative, peaceful Europe must be combined with a radical deepen-
ing of democracy. This includes a willingness to revise the EU treaties and to redefine
the direction of European integration in line with the interests of Europe’s people, who
must cooperate as equals. Shared competences must be democratised: the directly
elected European Parliament should have the right of legislative initiative, while national
parliaments must play a central role. Additionally, all forms of participatory and citizen-
based democracy should be strengthened at every level of decision-making.

At the same time, respecting the democratic right of the self-determination of peoples
requires the right of member states’ parliaments and governments to refuse anti-social
and neoliberal policies imposed by EU institutions or powerful member states.

The EL advocates the recognition of the existence and rights of stateless peoples as an
essential element of European democracy.

Europe is not synonymous with the European Union and will not be for the foreseeable
future.

Ensuring European security and cooperation, as well as the protection of human rights,
democratic values, and the rule of law, requires recognising the status and obligations
of neutral and non-aligned countries, such as Austria, Ireland, and Malta, and strength-
ening pan-European institutions such as the Council of Europe and the OSCE.

In our view, enlargement of the EU must serve the interest of the people. The EL will
assess accession processes on a case-by-case basis, in cooperation with left-wing
forces, social movements, and trade unions in candidate countries. Enlargement must
serve the goals of solidarity, cooperation, and peace. It must not become a tool for se-
curing cheap raw materials, labour, or new markets, nor be instrumentalised for geopo-
litical or geo-economic purposes. The European Left stands in solidarity with grassroots
movements—such as those in Serbia—that fight for democracy and environmental pro-
tection against kleptocratic systems.

Translating the vision of a Europe that is both independent of the United States and
fundamentally different from the current anti-social, anti-climate, and militaristic trajec-
tory into concrete political action will be a central challenge for the European Left in the
coming years. This alternative must be built through dialogue, cooperation, and
strengthened unity of action.

Migration and Europe

Our demands regarding migration policy are humanistic and fundamentally political. On
the one side, many people from Africa and Asia migrate to Europe, fleeing misery and
oppression provoked by US and EU policies. On the other side, migration is a centuries-
old driver of renewed human encounters and positive development. Society must sup-
port and accept asylum seekers fleeing war, hunger, climate change, and persecution.
At the same time, migrants—like so many workers in European countries—bring valua-
ble cultural experiences that deserve recognition, respect, and exchange. Integration
means guaranteeing them a dignified life with equal social and political rights and obli-
gations, as well as the possibility of acquiring citizenship within a clearly defined period
of time.
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The dehumanisation of the EU’s migration policy by the Commission, the European
Council, and the majority of the European Parliament is a disgrace. The adoption of the
Migration Pact by the European Council and the European Parliament represents an
unworthy concession to radical-right forces. We call for a clear break from “Fortress
Europe” and stand firmly for the human right to asylum as well as legal and safe path-
ways for migration.

This includes striving to achieve a significant contribution of resettlement places in the
EU based on the UNHCR resettlement needs and by opening up complementary path-
ways such as the provision of humanitarian visas. This also should include pathways for
legal labour migration.

The right to international protection should be effectively guaranteed across EU Mem-
ber States. Instead of lowering standards, the European Commission must ensure that
existing asylum EU acquis is upheld and should focus on its actual implementation

The current Dublin regulation should be replaced by a binding mechanism of distribu-
tion of asylum seekers across the EU, ending the principle of responsibility of the first
Member State of entry. This distribution mechanism should be fast, open for all, and it
should apply from day one in any situation - even in the absence of a crisis. In times of
crisis priority has to be given to the most vulnerable groups. The European Parliament
position on the reform of the Dublin Regulation represents a key proposal in this regard.

We call for the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Migrants and Members
of their Families by the Member States of the European Union.

European Union must transform the Mediterranean from a militarized border and mass
grave into a space of cooperation and solidarity, and strengthen and build new, equal
partnerships with Africa. This includes abolishing the CFA franc, respecting political,
economic, and military sovereignty, and addressing the root causes of migration in
cooperation with the countries concerned and regional organizations.

We struggle against all forms of racism, xenophobia, and antisemitism—against all forms
of division and discrimination against minorities. We plead for the unity of the working
class and the people.

Beyond defending labour rights, trade unions play an essential role in combating the
xenophobia promoted by the far right. In a context where migration is criminalized and
migrants are stigmatized as a social threat, left-wing and progressive unions have been
key actors in building a culture of solidarity, inclusion, and justice. Together with trade
unions, the EL fights for the human right to migrate and for decent work for all,
regardless of origin. In doing so, we do more than protect workers—we actively weave
the fabric of an integrated and cohesive democracy.

Unity between native and migrant workers is indispensable for confronting the
neoliberal model and building a more just, plural, and humane Europe. In alliance with
trade unions, we not only combat institutional racism and workplace discrimination, but
also dismantle the hate speech that seeks to divide the working class.
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Migration with a gender perspective

Women migrants face specific risks, including sexual violence on migration routes and
the emotional burden of leaving children behind. European Union must reject the
current Asylum and Migration Pact and adopt one with a comprehensive gender
perspective, creating safe and legal alternatives. Migration policy must follow feminist
principles aimed at protection, not exclusion.
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XIll. SOCIALISM, NOT BARBARISM

War and crisis have created a climate of uncertainty in our societies. Resistance and
protest are growing. In many countries, this has led to a rise in radical right-wing parties.
But it doesn’t have to be this way. We want to send two clear messages.

First: this struggle can be won. Times of upheaval are also times of possibility.

The great social struggles of the working class—in France, in Greece, in Portugal, Italy,
in Belgium, and in many other countries—prove this.

Second: the condition for victory is unity. Too much is at stake.

The Party of the European Left is the European party of the working class, the people,
and peace. Together with the parties it unites, it fights for a society in which the free
development of each is the condition for the free development of all.

Cooperation among unions, youth organisations, civil society organisations, left, green,
and all progressive forces has the capacity to challenge the current capitalist system
and lead to transformations in society and the economy, at both national and European
level. We need broad alliances and a clear agenda on major issues that forms the basis
of united action.

Faced with the historic dilemma of socialism or a return to barbarism, we have chosen
the side of peace and socialism. This is our political platform. That is why we are here.

And that is what the Party of the European Left is committed to helping build—actively,
decisively, and in solidarity.

Political Document Approved by the 8th Congress of the European Left |41



	WIN THE FUTURE. FIGHT AUSTERITY. STOP MILITARISATION!
	Introduction
	II. Our Lives Are Not for Sale, No to Austerity!
	IV. Taking Control of the Digital Economy
	V. Together with Trade Unions
	VI. Feminist Values and Politics
	VII.  A Generation is Rising Up
	VIII. Save the Planet – Change the System
	IX. Agriculture and food sovereignty
	X. Culture costs. No culture costs more
	XI. Anti-Imperialism in the multipolar world
	XII. Europe: Press the Reset Button!
	XIII. Socialism, Not Barbarism

