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Is Ursula von der Leyen’s EU Commission About to Fall?

by Walter Baier, President of the EL

Ursula von der Leyen and her Commission are heading into
turbulent days. In early October, the European Parliament will vote
on two motions of censure: one tabled by the far-right group
Patriots for Europe, the other initiated by The Left in the European
Parliament and backed by a coalition of progressive MEPs.

While the far-right motion cloaks its criticism in familiar anti-migrant and
racist rhetoric, the left’s initiative denounces von der Leyen’s disastrous
trade deal with Donald Trump—an outright betrayal of Europe’s interests—
the conclusion of the Mercosur treaty, and the EU leadership’s failure to
take timely, effective action against the genocide committed by Israel in
Gaza.

If von der Leyen’s aim with her State of the Union (SOTU) speech on 10
September was to take the wind out of her critics’ sails, she missed the
mark entirely. The address showcased a Commission that has consistently
placed the interests of big business and foreign powers above those of
Europe’s citizens.

On sovereignty, the much-vaunted idea of a “sovereign Europe” has been
exposed as hollow rhetoric. In practice, this Commission has willingly
tethered European foreign and energy policy to Washington’s agenda,
undermining both European industry and the EU’s capacity to act
independently.

On Ukraine, von der Leyen offered no vision for peace or serious
diplomatic initiative. Instead, she repeated the failed mantra of ever-
increasing military spending and deeper involvement in the conflict. This
fixation on armaments comes at the direct expense of the social
investment our communities so urgently need.

There was, however, one notable—if partial—concession: von der Leyen’s
proposal to suspend parts of the EU–Israel Association Agreement. Yet this
came far too late—too late for the more than 60,000 lives already lost in
Gaza. And it is half-hearted, especially when compared with the 18
sanctions packages the EU has imposed on Russia for its invasion of
Ukraine. Above all, the move owes less to moral awakening than to the
continent-wide mobilisation of young people demanding an end to the
genocide and urging the EU to act decisively against Israel.

But half-measures will not suffice. What is needed now is:

A full arms embargo on Israel;
The complete suspension of the EU–Israel Association Agreement;
Recognition of the State of Palestine by the EU and its member
states.

Taken as a whole, von der Leyen’s speech was a confession of failure:
proof of a Commission drifting ever further to the right as its neoliberal,
corporate-driven agenda collapses. The martial rhetoric running through
her address will not lead Europe out of crisis. It will merely funnel billions
into weapons while raising the risk of war on our continent.

It is time to change course. The fall of the EU Commission—brought about
through the initiative of the Left in the European Parliament—would be the
first step in that direction.

FEATURED ARTICLE

Joint Call for the Right to Housing in Europe 

by the EL Housing Network

One year ago, the Party of the European Left launched the
campaign “Housing is not a privilege, it's a right”  to highlight
the worsening housing crisis across Europe.

After a year of mobilisations, cooperation with social movements, trade 
unions and progressive forces, we see a clear consensus: housing must be 
recognised and guaranteed as a fundamental right. 

We are now taking the next step: a Joint Call for immediate and 
concrete measures from the EU and its member states. This process will 
lead to a common initiative at the  European Forum of Left, Green and 
Progressive Forces in Vienna (31 October–2 November 2025). 

An Initial   Draft Proposal of the Joint Call   is presented on EL's Website, 
see here. Over the course of September 2025, we will finalise this text 
together through consultations with our allies—unions, movements, parties 
and public officials (MPs, MEPs). 

At the same time, we call on the wider public to join our campaign and 
take part in the European Forum in Vienna, where we will further 
discuss the right to housing and strategize together for concrete change.  

Housing is not a privilege—it’s a right, and together we can make it a 
reality for all.

 

EU AFFAIRS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

France Where is France going?

by Vincent Boulet, PCF

More than 1 million people took to the streets this Thursday,
September 18th, following the call of the united front of all national trade
union confederations! The success of this day demonstrates the depth of
anger against the reinforced austerity policies of successive and unstable
governments in France. Read more

Turkey Abdullah Öcalan’s Right to Hope

The EL sent a letter to Mr. Ian Borg, President of the Committee of
Ministers of the Council of Europe, urging decisive action to ensure
compliance with international human rights law and to enable Mr. Öcalan’s
participation in the peace process. Read more

Serbia A democratic uprising facing escalating repression

by Vladimir Simović, Political Platform “Solidarnost”

For the past ten months, Serbia has seen the rise of one of its most
significant grassroots movements in recent history.

Sparked by the tragic collapse of a canopy at Novi Sad railway station that
killed 16 people, silent vigils soon turned into a nationwide outcry
demanding accountability. Despite facing violent repression, including
attacks on protesters in front of Belgrade’s Faculty of Dramatic Arts, the
movement gained momentum as students organized occupations,
blockades, and democratic plenums. What began as a student-led uprising
has since grown into a powerful social movement uniting citizens across
the country. Read more

STATEMENTS & ARTICLES

11th of September - Anniversary of the Chilean Coup of 1973,
honouring Salvador Allende and anti-fascist resistance.

11th of September marks 52 years since the military coup in Chile that
overthrew the progressive government of Salvador Allende and led to his
killing. We remember the thousands of men and women who were
murdered or disappeared during Pinochet’s dictatorship. Their lives and
struggles remind us of our duty to defend democracy, resist fascism, and
support those who continue fighting for justice. International solidarity
remains essential to accompany the Chilean people in their ongoing effort
to recover and protect democratic rights.

18th of September - International Day of Equal Pay

Equal Pay Day is a reminder that capitalism and patriarchy keep
women poorer, more precarious, and more vulnerable.
Women still earn less, are pushed into underpaid jobs, and carry the
unpaid burden of care. This economic dependency traps many in violent
relationships, leaving little room to escape.

Meanwhile, billions are spent on weapons and rearmament — resources
stolen from social policies, from care, from equality. Militarisation does not
protect women: it deepens inequalities and fuels violence.
Fighting for equal pay means:

Valuing care and social work
Guaranteeing women’s autonomy
Ending male violence
Redirecting resources from war to equality and justice

Indonesia 1965–68: Unfinished Reconciliation of a Global Tragedy

This September marks 60 years since the anti-communist mass
killings in Indonesia, where up to one million people were murdered
between 1965 and 1968. Hundreds of thousands were imprisoned, forced
into labor, exiled, or barred from returning, targeted for their ties — real or
alleged — to leftist organizations or the Communist Party of Indonesia,
then the largest outside China and the Soviet Union. Read more

Important upcoming dates

21st of September - International Day of Peace

Our urgent message on this upcoming day of peace: End the genocide,
end the killing. We stand for peace and justice in a sovereign Palestine,
and for an end to all wars, colonialism, and trade in weapons of war.
Read the Final Declaration of the International Forum for Peace on our
website.

23rd of September - International Day for the Total Elimination of
Nuclear Weapons

The war in Ukraine, NATO’s deployment of upgraded nuclear weapons in
Europe, and Russia’s countermeasures have all heightened the danger of
nuclear escalation, while the global stockpile has begun to rise again after
decades of reduction. On September 23, the International Day for the
Elimination of Nuclear Weapons, this alarming reality calls us to renew
our commitment to disarmament. Read more

CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES/ PAST EVENTS

Summer University 2025 - Paris

Missed the European Left Summer University 2025? Or want to
revisit the highlights? 
We’ve got you covered! Speeches and material from the main plenary
sessions and selected workshops are now available online.

Dive into powerful discussions on feminism, climate justice, anti-racism,
peace, and transformative politics — featuring voices from across Europe.
 
Explore now: european-left.org/summer-university/summer-university-
2025 

Reports on transform!europe’s organised workshop available
here: https://transform-network.net/blog/report/report-on-the-summer-
university-of-the-european-left-party-2025/ 

Share it with your friends, comrades, and networks — and let’s keep the
conversation going! 
We hope to see you at the next Summer University! 

Photo: European Left Summer University participants after the closing session.

Volksstimmefest 2025 - Vienna

Once again the Volksstimmefest transformed Vienna into a meeting
place of European progressive forces, and the European Left (EL)
played a vital role throughout the weekend. Read more

Fête de l’Humanité - Paris

At the Fête de l’Humanité, the European Left was present as every year,
both with its own debates on workers’ rights and LGBTQIA+ issues at the
EL stand, and with Walter Baier taking part in high-level debates.

Read more

ManiFiesta - Ostend (Belgium)

ManiFiesta, the great solidarity festival organized annually since 2010 by
the Workers’ Party of Belgium (PTB – PVDA), once again transformed the
Ostend seafront into a space of unity, hope, and action. Read more

UPCOMING EVENTS/CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES

Fiesta del PCE - Rivas Vaciamadrid (26th, 27th, 28th of September)

The EL will be present at the Fiesta del PCE with its own stand, organising
debates on key political and social issues with members of the Party’s
Presidency and Secretariat. Check the program here.

European Forum of Left, Green and Progressive Forces 2025 -
Vienna, 31st of October - 2nd of November

Check out the draft program and register now for the next edition of the
European Forum! Join us to explore our alternatives to austerity.

6th International Marxist-Feminist Conference 2025 of
transform!europe - Porto (PT), 21st - 23rd of November

Learn more and register soon!

RECOMMENDED READ

transform! europe

Article by Robert Gabel from the Tierschutzpartei (Animal Welfare Party) 
Would Jesus be a Vegan Today? EU Animal Welfare Policy in the 

Stranglehold of Christian Democrats, Agribusiness, and the Radical Right. 

Available here
  
Introduction of the forthcoming book  by Franz Garnreiter: Climate 

Destruction – The Irresponsibility of Capitalist Societies. Available here
  
transform! review 2025: Dangerous Paths. Available here

 
Analysis by By Andrew Burgin, Kate Hudson: Great Britain: On the New Left 

Party. Available here
 

Analysis by Danai Koltsida: The EU and the European Radical Left One 

Year After the 2024 Elections. Available here

Report by Barbara Steiner: Peace Process in Turkey and Middle East: 

Kurds for Democracy and Peace. Available here
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