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80 Years of the UN Charter: The Israel–Palestine Dossier
by Walter Baier, President of the EL

On 24 October 1945, after its ratification by 50 states, the Charter
of the United Nations came into force. It is worth recalling that its
present form was shaped by two defining historical processes: the struggle
against fascism and the dismantling of colonialism.

As early as 1942, twenty-six nations – including the leading powers of the
anti-Hitler coalition – had agreed on the principles of a collective security
system for the post-war world. The path to the United Nations ran through
the wartime conferences in Moscow, Tehran, and Yalta. The UN Charter
was finalised and signed by 50 states on 26 June 1945 in San Francisco,
while the war in the Pacific was still ongoing. Shortly afterwards, Poland
joined as the 51st founding member.

The Charter enshrined principles whose relevance has endured to this day:

The preservation of peace and collective responsibility for the
prevention of war;
Equal rights and self-determination for all nations;
International cooperation in addressing economic, social, cultural, and
humanitarian challenges.

The current composition of the United Nations reflects the second
formative force behind its creation – the process of decolonisation, which
accelerated in the 1960s and 1970s. By the end of that period,
membership had expanded to 152 states (today there are 193). In 1971,
the People’s Republic of China replaced the Republic of China (Taiwan) as
the representative of China, against strong opposition from the United
States. In 1974, South Africa was effectively suspended from participation
in the UN and only returned in 1994 after the end of apartheid.

In 1992, the UN General Assembly condemned the U.S. embargo on Cuba
for the first time — a resolution that has been reaffirmed annually ever
since. The growing assertiveness of countries in the Global South, and the
shift toward a more multilateral world order, can also be seen in the
Assembly’s willingness to condemn Russia’s aggression against Ukraine by
an overwhelming majority.

Thus, the UN Charter, and the United Nations founded upon it, remain the
essential framework for global peace, environmental stewardship, and
development policy.

The Israel–Palestine Dossier

On 12 September 2025, the UN General Assembly adopted the “New York
Declaration” with 142 votes in favour, 10 against, and 12 abstentions. The
declaration calls for the implementation of the two-state solution and
affirms that the recognition of Palestinian statehood is a prerequisite for
lasting peace. It stands in direct contrast to the Trump–Netanyahu plan.
Both Israel and the United States have ignored this expression of the will
of the overwhelming majority of nations — just as they have disregarded
earlier UN resolutions over the decades:

Resolution 242 (1967), calling for Israel’s withdrawal from
territories occupied during the Six-Day War;
Resolution 3236 (1974), in which the General Assembly      
recognised the Palestinian people’s right to self-determination,
national independence, and sovereignty;
Resolution 67/19 (2012), granting Palestine observer-state status
at the United Nations.

By consistently failing to acknowledge these resolutions, successive Israeli
governments have placed the country outside the legal framework
established by the UN — forgetting that Israel’s own founding was based
on a UN resolution, the 1947 partition plan that proposed the division of
the British Mandate into a Jewish and an Arab state.

So, is the United Nations powerless? Not necessarily. Its influence endures
when it aligns with global public opinion, which — as seen in the case of
Gaza — has demanded an end to mass violence against civilians, the
release of hostages, and the delivery of humanitarian aid.

FEATURED ARTICLE

The Spanish Coalition Government: How the Left Is Building an
Alternative in a Conservative Europe
by Ismael Gonzalez, EL Political Secretariat

The current European political landscape is dominated by the right. This

statement is evident: one only needs to look at the governments of the centre-right

and far-right—currently 16, of which four include far-right participation (Italy, Hungary,

Slovakia, and Finland). In this context, only two governments include

transformative left-wing parties: Spain and Slovenia. In this article, I focus on the

Spanish government and what it represents—or could represent—for the peoples of

Europe. Read more

 

EU AFFAIRS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Austria Congress of KPÖ, Vienna - 17, 18, 19 October 2025
 
The European Left thanks the Communist Party of Austria (KPÖ)
for the invitation to attend its Congress this last weekend, where our
President, Walter Baier, was invited to speak. The EL is always present at
important moments for its member parties.

France Only One Solution — A Left-Wing Government
by Vincent Boulet, EL Vice-president

The third government has just fallen in less than a year. The latest
one set a record as the shortest-lived government in France in a century.
The failure of the last Prime Minister, Sébastien Lecornu, stems from two
strategic dead ends in Emmanuel Macron’s political approach. Read more

Slovenia Congress of Levica, Ljubljana - 4 October 2025

The European Left was pleased to take part in the 8th Congress of
Levica in Slovenia. We thank our comrades for their warm welcome and
the inspiring spirit of solidarity that marked the event. Together, as part of
the European Left family, we continue working towards a more just and
hopeful Europe.

Turkey Sol Party’s General Assembly, Ankara - October 5 2025

We had the honour of participating in the General Assembly of SOL Party, a
member party of the European Left Party in Turkey. Read more

STATEMENTS & ARTICLES

Serbia A Year After Novi Sad: Serbia’s Struggle for Justice and
Democracy Faces Growing Repression

The European Left expresses its full solidarity with the people of
Serbia who, on 1 November 2025, mark one year since the Novi Sad
tragedy — a disaster that claimed sixteen lives and ignited a nationwide
call for truth, justice, and democracy in the face of growing repression.
Read more

Bandung at 70: When the Global South Spoke for Itself
by Mark P. Stadler, MA, MSc, MTh

Remembering the 1955 Conference that Shaped Decolonial
Solidarity and Still Echoes Today.

In 1955, the city of Bandung in West Java, Indonesia, became the stage
for one of the most remarkable gatherings of the 20th century. Just a
decade after Indonesia’s own declaration of independence, the young
republic hosted a historic conference that brought together leaders and
representatives from newly independent nations across Asia and Africa.
The agenda was simple yet profound: to affirm the right to self-
determination after centuries of colonial domination and to imagine a new
global order free from imperial control. Read more

World Mental Health Day – October 10

In today’s capitalist, profit-driven system, healthcare (including mental
health) has been privatised and commodified, leaving millions without
access to care. Read more

Burkina Faso Trois ans de pouvoir militaire sous Ibrahim Traoré

Le 30 septembre 2022, le capitaine Ibrahim Traoré a pris le pouvoir au
Burkina Faso à la faveur d’un coup d’État militaire. Trois ans plus tard, le
pays demeure frappé par une guerre asymétrique meurtrière. En savoir
plus

After Trump-Plan: Solidarity with Palestine must not waver

For the Palestinians, the Trump plan contains at least the assurance that
they will not be exterminated or expelled. Read more

Terror Tag: Far-Right Plot to Silence Antifa

Following Trump’s lead after the murder of far-right influencer Charlie
Kirk, Orbán and Wilders are now seeking to label Antifa as a terrorist
group to justify state repression. Read more

CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES/PAST EVENTS

Fiesta del PCE, 26-28 September 2025

The European Left was present at the Fiesta del PCE, joining
comrades in affirming: Together we act, together we resist — for a

democratic and socialist Europe. Read more 

New Left Youth Festival, 10-12 October 2025

The 2  Reclaim Festival  of the New Left Youth Organization (Néa
Aristerá) took place in Athens! Read more

Popular Assembly for Housing Justice, The Left at the European
Parliament, Brussels 16 October

The Left in the European Parliament held the Popular Assembly for Housing
Justice: Homes for People, Not for Profit, bringing together housing
movements, unions and policymakers to address Europe’s housing crisis
and demand policies that put the right to housing before profit.  

UPCOMING EVENTS/CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES

Rome Calling Europe – Right to Housing, Rome 27 October 2025

Check out the program for the upcoming event, part of the EL housing
campaign. If you can’t attend in person, the event will be livestreamed.

European Forum of Left, Green and Progressive Forces 2025 -
Vienna, 31st of October - 2nd of November

Check out the draft program and register now for the next edition of
the European Forum! Join us to explore our alternatives to austerity.

A year ago, the Party of the European Left launched the campaign
“Housing is not a privilege, it’s a right!” to spotlight Europe’s deepening
housing crisis. After a year of mobilising with social movements, trade
unions, and progressives, consensus is clear: housing must be a
fundamental right. We now move forward with a Joint Call urging the EU
and member states to take immediate, concrete action — to be presented
at the European Forum.

6th International Marxist-Feminist Conference 2025 of transform!
europe - Porto (PT), 21st - 23rd of November

Learn more and register soon!

EPSU event in European Parliament, 5 November 2025

More information available here
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Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://www.european-left.org/spain-a-left-wing-alternative-in-a-conservative-europe/
https://x.com/WalterBaierEL/status/1980233092423209447
https://www.european-left.org/regime-crisis-in-france/
https://x.com/europeanleft/status/1975183368015708628
https://www.european-left.org/serbia-democratic-uprising-facing-repression/
https://www.european-left.org/turkey-sol-partys-conference/
https://www.european-left.org/serbia-democratic-uprising-facing-repression/
https://www.european-left.org/a-year-after-the-novi-sad-tragedy/
https://www.european-left.org/bandung-at-70-when-the-global-south-spoke-up/
https://www.european-left.org/people-over-profit-mental-health-is-a-right/
https://www.european-left.org/burkina-faso/
https://www.european-left.org/after-trump-plan-unyielding-solidarity-with-palestine/
https://www.european-left.org/after-trump-plan-unyielding-solidarity-with-palestine/
https://www.european-left.org/terror-tag-far-right-plot-to-silence-antifa/
https://x.com/europeanleft/status/1972643070362653029
https://www.european-left.org/power-in-unity-el-at-the-fiesta-of-the-pce/
https://www.european-left.org/summer-university/summer-university-2025/
https://www.european-left.org/good-vibes-at-reclaim-festival/
https://left.eu/events/popular-assembly-for-housing-justice/
https://www.european-left.org/event/rome-calling-europe-right-to-housing/
https://www.european-left.org/
https://europeanforum.eu/2025/07/09/vienna-2025-european-forum-program/
https://europeanforum.eu/2025/07/09/registration-2025/
https://www.european-left.org/joint-call-for-right-to-housing-in-europe/
https://europeanforum.eu/2025/07/09/vienna-2025-european-forum-program/
https://transform-network.net/event/6th-international-marxist-feminist-conference-2025/
https://europeanforum.eu/2025/07/09/vienna-2025-european-forum-program/
https://www.epsu.org/article/care-workers-parliament-bringing-care-voices-heart-eu-policy
http://eepurl.com/ijXpb1
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=d3e5d43aeb3a593b89d44622e&id=51693001e3
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=d3e5d43aeb3a593b89d44622e&id=51693001e3
javascript:;


RECOMMENDED READ

transform! europe

Article by Tatiana Moutinho on Portugal municipal elections. Available here
  

Article by Jiří Málek on Elections in Czech Republic. Available here
  
Article by Katy Wiese EU: The EU Budget After 2027: What Kind of Europe

Are We Building?. Available here

ETUC

ETUC calls on Commission to tackle in-work poverty. Available here
  

Digital Revolution Toolkit, one-stop shop for all your digital needs to face 
the challenges of the future. Available here

EPSU

Press release - New Eurofound study finds social services wages one fifth
below national averages. Available here

Rosa Luxemburg Foundation

The three-part film series Decolonize Law! shows how international law
has been used in many areas from the beginning of colonialism to the
present day to secure domination and reproduce power relations. Available
here
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