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A Dark Turning Point in Europe’s Political Trajectory

by Walter Baier, President of the EL

November 13 may one day be remembered as the moment Europe shifted
course. On that day, the European Parliament handed the European

Commission permission to unwind parts of the Corporate

Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) — legislation designed to
hold major companies accountable for human rights abuses and
environmental harm across their supply chains.

That this rollback comes under Ursula von der Leyen, the very Commission
President who championed the CSRD in 2022, is more than ironic. It is
emblematic of a Commission that has drifted steadily rightward, pulled by
political winds that were once at the continent’s fringes and are now
blowing directly into its institutions.

But what makes November 13 truly consequential is not just the policy
reversal. It is how it happened. The European People’s Party (EPP), long
the anchor of Europe’s political centre-right, chose to stitch together a
majority not with the pro-European centre — the Socialists & Democrats,
Renew Europe, and the Greens — but with the radical right. By aligning
itself with the Patriots for Europe and the European Conservatives and
Reformists, the EPP built a new power axis that sidelined the very forces
that secured von der Leyen’s own confirmation as Commission President.

This might not be a temporary legislative convenience but reflect a
strategic repositioning, engineered by Manfred Weber, the influential leader
of the EPP. Weber has long argued for a rapprochement between
mainstream conservatives and the hard right. On November 13, that
strategy stopped being theoretical and became parliamentary reality.

And the timing is no coincidence. Polls from September suggest that if
European elections were held today, the radical right would gain roughly
40 additional seats, becoming the largest bloc in the chamber. Add to that
their presence in national governments — they now participate in cabinets
in a third of EU member states and provide the prime minister in five —
and the picture becomes unmistakably clear: the radical right is no longer
knocking at the doors of power. It is sitting at the table.

This shift has policy consequences, and not only for corporate reporting
rules. The rollback of the CSRD is a reminder that Europe’s far right is at
its most united when advancing the interests of multinational corporations.
Whether the issue is workers’ rights, human rights due diligence or
environmental protections, the hard right has consistently positioned itself
as the most reliable ally of those wishing to weaken safeguards.

Europe’s political centre has long operated under the assumption that its
greatest threat from the far right was cultural or democratic. That threat is
real — but November 13 suggests another danger: the erosion of the EU’s
social and environmental standards under the guise of “competitiveness”
and “simplification,” driven by a new alliance between mainstream
conservatives and their radical counterparts.

If this is indeed the beginning of a new parliamentary geometry, then the
rollback of the CSRD may be remembered not just as a technical
adjustment, but as a symbolic moment: the day Europe’s political centre of
gravity slipped further to the right — with lasting consequences for people,
the planet, and the very idea of a values-based Union. 

FEATURED ARTICLE

Vienna, Austria European Forum - 31 October to 2 November 2025

United for Peace, Social and Climate Justice ! The 9th edition of the

European Forum of Left, Green and Progressive forces took place

from October 31st to November 2nd 2025 in Vienna. During 3 days,
left, greens and progressives, from political parties, trade-Unions and civil
society organisations exchanged, debated and worked together to
formulate, and fight for an alternative, fairer and greener solutions to the
crises facing Europe. Read more

 

Online Meeting of the EL Executive Board - 25 October 2025

The meeting served as an important step in the preparations for

the Party Congress to be held in spring 2026, offering a key moment to
strengthen coordination among member parties and reaffirm their shared
commitment to building a social, democratic, and sustainable Europe.
Read here the opening remarks from President Walter Baier.

 

EU AFFAIRS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Santa Marta, Colombia III Social Summit of the Peoples of Latin

America and the Caribbean - 8, 9 November 2025

 

On the occasion of the official EU–CELAC summit, social, trade union and
grassroots movements from across Latin America and the Caribbean
organised the III Social Summit of the Peoples — to put forward an

alternative vision of international cooperation. Its aim was to
advocate for an economic, social and cultural integration rooted in peoples’
sovereignty, social and environmental justice, and the construction of a
true zone of peace in the region, in contrast with the imperial dynamics
that continue to threaten the continent. Read the final declaration here

Another important step for My Voice My Choice campaign!

On 13 November, the European Parliament plenary voted in favour of

the draft resolution urging the European Commission to create a
voluntary, EU-funded financial mechanism, aligned with the My Voice, My
Choice initiative, allowing participating Member States to offer access to
safe pregnancy termination, in line with their national laws, to people who
still lack safe and legal abortion services.

Brazil International meeting ahead of COP30 - 6, 7 November

An international meeting called for a radical transformation of the

global financial system to confront the climate crisis. Organized by
Option Brésil, Économie & Politique, and IPEASA, it gathered
environmentalists, economists, and political, social, and trade union actors
from 11 countries. The European Left also participated, with a
contribution from its Vice President Yiannis Bournous, and the meeting
concluded with a call to action. Read more

STATEMENTS & ARTICLES

International Day for the elimination of violence against women

- 25 November

Manifesto: Stop Militarism, Protect Women’s Lives

On November 25, the Party of the European Left raise its voice against a

Europe that invests in war and fails to protect women. The
governments that finance wars are the same ones that make sexist
violence invisible and cut back on its prevention, care and protection. Read
more

International Day of Solidarity with Palestinian People

- 29 November

Statement: Trump Ceasefire without Justice and Peace. The
European Left welcomes the ceasefire in Gaza, reducing the genocide, but
we condemn the persistent attacks and killings of the local Palestinians in
Gaza mainly by Israeli forces since the ceasefire. Read More

CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES/PAST EVENTS

Rome, Italy Rome calls on Europe (EL Housing Campaign)

- 27 October 2025

A powerful signal was sent on from Trastevere, in the heart of the Italian
capital, where the event Rome Calls on Europe transformed a
conference into a political act of resistance. Read more

UPCOMING EVENTS/CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES

Mobilizations in Belgium against the social wreckage - 24, 25,
26 November. More information here

General strike in Italy against the financial bill of war and

genocide - 28  November. More information here

RECOMMENDED READ

transform! europe

Article by Barbara Steiner, Looking Ahead: Insights from the 2025 
transform! General Assembly. Available here
Article by Vladimir Simovic, From Grief to Resistance: One Year On, How 
Students Sustained Serbia’s Broadest Protest Movement. Available here
Article by Marga Ferré, 50 Years After Franco’s Death: Vindicating 
Democratic Memory. Available here
Book by transform! and Espace Marx, AI for Radicals. First Version of the
AI-Guide for Revolutionary Activists. Available here

ETUC

Press release Minimum Wage Directive Put Beyond All Doubt – But
Adequacy of Wages Needs Stronger Rules. Available here

Jacobin.com (republished by transform!)

Article by Daniel Finn, Ireland’s Presidential Election Was a Left-Wing
Landslide. Available here
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