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Helsinki at 50: Cooperation or Crashing at Full Speed

Fifty years after the Helsinki Final Act, the world stands at another

crossroads. Are we ready to revive the logic of cooperation—or are we

speeding toward disaster? Walter Baier, President of the European Left,

reflects on what we can still learn from 1975.

Every driver knows the situation: you're speeding along on a country road
at night, headlights on. Another car approaches fast, also with its lights
on. The sensible move? Both drivers slow down and dip their headlights—
making the road safer for each other, and for themselves.

That same principle guided the 33 heads of state from Europe and North
America who signed the Helsinki Final Act in 1975.

Put simply: in a world with advanced weapons and spreading nuclear
technology, real security doesn't come from one side trying to outgun the
other. The opposite is true. Rearmament leads to counter-armament, and
that triggers further escalation. The end result? More insecurity for
everyone.

In the nuclear age, thinking in military terms has become the biggest
security risk of all.

The rulers of the Cold War superpowers—the USA and the Soviet Union—
didn't become friends after Helsinki. But they did agree on something
essential: that some level of respect and cooperation was needed to avoid
war in Europe. And a war in Europe would likely have meant global nuclear
disaster. So they pledged to resolve their ideological conflict politically, not
militarily.

The Helsinki Conference followed earlier agreements between East and
West: recognizing borders established after World War II, and normalizing
relations between the two Germanies. In the Final Act, all sides committed
to economic, scientific, and cultural cooperation—and to protecting the
environment.

That too makes sense. Peace rests on cooperation. As long as people
trade, they’re less likely to fight.

Today, as in the past, peace in Europe remains fragile as long as it rests on
the illusion of military strength. True security and independence will only
come when the governments of the great powers agree once again to
settle their differences without war.

But this will not happen unless the people themselves intervene in politics
and set limits to the arrogance of the ruling elites. That is why we need a
European and global peace movement.

There’s no alternative to this rational survival strategy—except crashing at
full speed.

FEATURED ARTICLE

Hiroshima to Today: Confronting the Nuclear Threat

by Kate Hudson,

Co-National Secretary, Left Unity, UK

Eighty Years After the Atomic Bombings, We Face a New and Growing

Nuclear Danger — One That Must Be Stopped

As we commemorate the eightieth anniversary of the criminal attacks on

Hiroshima and Nagasaki by US atomic bombs, we must recognise that we are

closer than ever to nuclear war. The war on Ukraine has greatly increased the

risk. So too has Nato’s location of upgraded nuclear weapons across Europe —

including Britain — and Russia’s resultant siting of similar weapons in Belarus.

Irresponsible talk suggesting that “tactical” nuclear weapons could be deployed

on the battlefield — as if radiation can be constrained in a small area — has

made nuclear use more likely. And last year, after decades of reductions since

the end of the Cold War, the global nuclear stockpile increased.

Governments across Europe are making these problems worse. They are

leading a massive programme of rearmament, including talk of European

nuclear proliferation; but they are in denial about the dangers it is unleashing.

This is a bad time for humanity — and for all forms of life on Earth. It’s time for

us to stand up and say NO: we refuse to be taken into nuclear Armageddon. 

Read more

EU AFFAIRS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

100 Years Since the Birth:

Patrice Lumumba - Revolutionary Leader

On July 2nd, 100 years ago, Patrice Lumumba—Congo’s first democratically

elected Prime Minister—was born. As the founder and leader of the Congolese

National Movement (MNC), Lumumba was a passionate African nationalist and a

fierce advocate for Pan-African unity.

His vision and leadership were pivotal in guiding the Congo from Belgian

colonial rule to independence in 1960. Though his life was tragically cut short in

1961, his legacy as a symbol of liberation and dignity lives on across Africa and

the world.

“The day will come when history will speak. But it will not be the

history which will be taught in Brussels, Paris, Washington or the

United Nations… Africa will write its own history and in both north and

south it will be a history of glory and dignity” — Patrice Lumumba

100 Years Since the Birth:

A Tribute to Frantz Fanon – Decolonizing Thought

by Hélène Bidard, PCF,

EL Political Secretariat Member

The Party of the European Left pays tribute to Frantz Fanon, psychiatrist,

revolutionary thinker, and freedom fighter. The theorist of human liberation was

born one hundred years ago, on July 20, 1925, in Fort-de-France. He embraced

the cause of Algerian independence and global emancipation. In an era of new

global brutality, his reflections against colonialism and racism, and in defence of

the universal, remain intellectually vital in a world ravaged by imperialist logics.

Across the vast expanse of a transatlantic geography, his journey was a “call to

live”, as Aimé Césaire said of him. At the twilight of colonization, Fanon’s

thought—rooted in struggle—grasped a historical rupture. Read more

STATEMENTS & ARTICLES

Solidarity with Maja T.: A Call for Justice and Action

The Party of the European Left stands in full solidarity with Maja T., a 24-year-
old non-binary antifascist activist from Germany, currently imprisoned in
Hungary under conditions that raise serious concerns about political persecution
and human rights violations.

Maja was extradited from Germany to Hungary in June 2024, accused of
involvement in antifascist protests. While Italian and French courts rejected
similar extradition requests, Germany proceeded, despite the risks — a move
later condemned by the German Constitutional Court, which ruled the
extradition violated Article 4 of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights,
prohibiting torture and inhumane treatment.

Since their arrival in Hungary, Maja has faced extreme isolation, denied humane
detention conditions, and is being targeted as a political opponent under Viktor
Orbán’s right-wing government. Maja now faces up to 24 years in prison under
charges widely viewed as politically motivated. Read more

Photo: Participants of the European Left Summer University express solidarity with Maja.

Budapest Pride 2025

Over 200,000 people flooded the streets of Budapest on Saturday, June 28,

defying state restrictions to take part in the so-called “banned” Pride—so

labeled by Hungary’s far-right Prime Minister Viktor Orbán, whose agenda is

rooted in discrimination and repression.

In a powerful show of solidarity, the crowd stood united against the

government’s relentless attacks on LGBTQ+ rights. Pride flags soared, voices

rose, and one message echoed through the streets: “Love and freedom cannot

be banned.” Budapest Pride 2025 was not just a celebration—it was a powerful

act of resistance.

CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES/ PAST EVENTS

Summer University 2025 — That’s a Wrap!

From 11–13 July, Paris was alive with energy as hundreds of activists,

organisers, and changemakers came together for an unforgettable edition of

Summer University 2025.

Over three powerful days, we exchanged ideas, built cross-border connections,

and tackled the urgent issues shaping our world:

 Housing Justice

♀  Feminism & Gender Equality

 Migration & Climate Justice

 Peace & Anti-Militarism

 Resisting the Far Right

Through workshops, debates, cultural exchanges, and collective action, we

turned the city into a space of radical learning and solidarity. This year proved

once again:

Another world isn’t just possible — it’s already on the way.

A huge thank you to everyone who made Summer University 2025 of the

European Left and transform! europe such a vibrant space of resistance,

reflection, and community.

 Let’s keep the momentum going. Keep organising.

    Keep building the future we all deserve.

 Missed it or fancy revisiting some of the highlights? No worries!

We’ll be uploading great content and key takeaways from this year’s Summer

University bit by bit, so make sure to check our website to catch all the best

talks and discussions. Follow us for photos, and videos from the event!

Photo: European Left Summer University participants after the closing session.

UPCOMING EVENTS/CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES

Take a Break. You’ve Earned It.

This summer, while millions across Europe finally get a chance to relax,
we’re speaking up loud and clear: everyone deserves the right to rest, log
off, and live with dignity.

The pressure to be “always on,” deal with unstable jobs, and hustle non-
stop isn’t just exhausting—it’s political. No message, no deadline, no boss
should come before your right to disconnect.

The European Left is standing strong for fair work, powerful unions, and a
system that puts people before profit. Everyone deserves real holidays and
the right to switch off after hours—no excuses.

So this summer: unplug, recharge, and stay loud about your rights.

Because solidarity doesn’t take time off.

See You on the Ground – Europe’s Left is Coming Together!

This summer and autumn, it’s more than just festivals—it’s a season of political

energy, culture, and grassroots action. The Party of the European Left is

hitting the road to join some of the biggest and boldest left-wing gatherings

across Europe.

 Join us for debates, music, solidarity, and organizing for a better

future. Visit our stands, connect with comrades, and be part of a growing

movement for a fairer, united Europe.

 Where to find us:

Volkstimmefest (Vienna, Austria): 30–31 August

Fête de l’Humanité (Paris, France): 12–14 September

Manifiesta (Ostend, Belgium): 13–14 September

Fiesta del PCE (Rivas-Vaciamadrid, Spain): 26–28 September

Whether you’re an activist, worker, student, or just curious about progressive

change—you’re welcome. The future is collective, and we’re building it

together.

Another Europe is not just possible—it’s already in motion.

Let’s make it real.

RECOMMENDED READ

transform! europe

Article: Global March to Gaza: The Hidden Factor And A Renewed Repertoire of

Action. Read more

European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) 

Press Release: Decarbonisation must not become deindustrialisation, unions

warn. Read more

Press Release: One million ‘avoidable deaths’ shows austerity kills. Read more

European Trade Union Institute (ETUI)

Publication: Healthy teachers, better schools, Read more

This special 30th edition highlights teachers as pillars of democracy and guardians of
future generations — far more than just a workforce.

Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung

Campaign: Overpriced food? We Don't buy it! Read more

Food prices have risen sharply since 2020, placing a particular strain on low-income
households, while large corporations make enormous profits.

Study: Green at Home Harm Abroad. Read more

A new study casts a critical light on Germany’s role in global resource extraction

Article: How Unequal Exchange Shapes Our World. Read more

Jason Hickel on the persistent inequalities of the post-colonial order.

for more news visit

our Website

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe

Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate

https://www.facebook.com/EuropeLEFT?locale=el_GR
https://www.instagram.com/european.left/
https://x.com/europeanleft
mailto:
https://
https://european-left.us2.list-manage.com/profile?u=d3e5d43aeb3a593b89d44622e&id=51693001e3&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=b2a713034b
https://european-left.us2.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=d3e5d43aeb3a593b89d44622e&id=51693001e3&t=b&e=%5BUNIQID%5D&c=b2a713034b
https://www.european-left.org/hiroshima-confronting-the-nuclear-threat/
https://www.european-left.org/tribute-to-frantz-fanon/
https://www.european-left.org/solidarity-with-maja-t-a-call-for-justice/
https://www.european-left.org/summer-university/summer-university-2025/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/130954764@N08/albums/72177720327517813/
https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaULTAppfRIK7Y_O2iKtcvp31vPcf12bo&si=RIeAW3u_JyWVug37
https://www.european-left.org/summer-university/summer-university-2025/
https://www.volksstimmefest.at/
https://fete.humanite.fr/
https://manifiesta.be/fr
https://fiesta.pce.es/
https://transform-network.net/blog/commentary/global-march-to-gaza-the-hidden-factor-and-a-renewed-repertoire-of-action/
https://etuc.org/en/pressrelease/decarbonisation-must-not-become-deindustrialisation-unions-warn
https://etuc.org/en/pressrelease/one-million-avoidable-deaths-shows-austerity-kills
https://www.etui.org/publications/healthy-teachers-better-schools
https://www.rosalux.de/en/dossiers/food-sovereignty/food-prices
https://www.rosalux.de/en/publication/id/53519/green-at-home-harm-abroad
https://www.rosalux.de/en/news/id/53538/how-unequal-exchange-shapes-our-world
https://www.european-left.org/
http://eepurl.com/ijXpb1
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=d3e5d43aeb3a593b89d44622e&id=51693001e3
https://us2.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=d3e5d43aeb3a593b89d44622e&id=51693001e3
javascript:;

