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A New Spectre in Europe
by Walter Baier, President of the EL

A spectre is once again haunting Europe, one we believed had long been
laid to rest: the spectre of war and rearmament.
NATO now plans to spend €800 billion on military build-up, equivalent to
five per cent of its total GDP.

At the same time, the EU’s fiscal rules continue to force governments into
austerity: cuts to pensions, public health systems, and essential services.
For three decades, we have been told that public debt leads directly to
disaster. Yet when it comes to military spending, these rules are suddenly
set aside. Austerity for the people; Keynesianism and super-profits for the
arms industry.

“Readiness 2030”: Ready for What?

This spring, the European Commission adopted the “Readiness 2030”
rearmament programme. But what, exactly, are we to be “ready” for?
More and more, we hear that a war with Russia by the year 2030 is
inevitable. It is a grotesque idea: a land war on a continent with over a
hundred nuclear reactors and hundreds of major cities.

The French Chief of the General Staff, Fabien Mandon, recently demanded
that we must be ready to “suffer economically” and to “accept that our
children may be sacrificed in a war.”
No. We refuse both the suffering and the sacrifice. We will not accept
impoverishment for this madness, nor see our children offered up to the
fantasies of militarists.

We reject the logic of militarism.

We reject any return to conscription.

We reject its extension to women.

If the threat of war is truly as great as claimed, then political leaders must
act to reduce that threat, not inflame it.
We want an autonomous, peaceful, democratic Europe.
Europe will only be secure when all states from the Atlantic to the Urals
are anchored in a common security architecture.

Ending the Wars of Today

We call for an end to the war launched by Russia in breach of international
law. The senseless deaths of tens of thousands must stop, through
negotiations, not escalation.

We call for an end to the wars in Sudan and the Democratic Republic of the
Congo through a comprehensive arms embargo that halts the flow of
weapons fuelling these conflicts.

We also call for an immediate end to the war and genocide in the Middle
East: an end to occupation and the creation of a Palestinian state
alongside Israel.

Likewise, we demand a stop to US aggression against Venezuela and Latin
America, which continues to undermine sovereignty, stability, and the
prospects for peaceful development across the region.

A World Shaped by the Far Right?

We now have in writing the world Donald Trump seeks to build: a world in
which the United States, together with its allies in the far right, can
plunder people and the planet unchecked.

It is the world of Benjamin Netanyahu and Vladimir Putin, a world
dominated by sixty thousand millionaires with more wealth than half of
humanity combined.

This reactionary wave is also sweeping Europe. Following the inauguration
of Andrej Babiš as the Czech prime minister, the radical populist right now
leads five EU governments and participates in a third of all EU coalitions. It
has reached the centres of power.

A growing segment of the capitalist elite, high-tech billionaires like Elon
Musk, corporate chiefs, media moguls, and conservative politicians, no
longer believes that liberal democracy can resolve today’s crises.

The struggle against the far right is a struggle for democracy and
humanity. And the established parties, and the EU institutions, are failing
in this task. The newly adopted migration pact is the latest example.

A Social Struggle for the Future

This struggle will not be won by moral appeal alone. It will be decided in
the fight against the cost-of-living crisis, for affordable housing, secure
jobs, pensions that shield people from poverty, and strong public services.

It is a fight for the future: for technological transformation, for a social
transition to a digital and ecological economy.

Solidarity Across Borders

In recent months, we have seen powerful movements of solidarity with the
Palestinian people, and strikes and protests against austerity and
regressive pension reforms across France, Belgium, Greece, Spain,
Luxembourg, and beyond.

To prevail, these struggles require cross-border solidarity and

unity.

In this spirit, on behalf of the Party of the European Left, I wish all

our readers peaceful holidays, a hopeful turn of the year, and a

successful and peaceful 2026.

FEATURED ARTICLE

Victory for My Voice, My Choice

The European Left warmly welcomes the European Parliament’s

strong vote in support of the My Voice, My Choice European Citizens’
Initiative for safe and accessible abortion. This is an important victory for
women’s rights and democracy in Europe, and a clear defeat for the right
and far right, who failed to block this initiative.

The European Left proudly supported this campaign and will continue to
stand by My Voice, My Choice until women’s fundamental rights are fully
guaranteed across Europe.

After the vote, Nika Kovač, coordinator of the campaign, said:

“We started this campaign because we wanted a different Europe, one that

listens to its citizens and stops looking away while women’s fundamental

rights and lives are threatened. Today was a good day for Europe,

democracy, and women’s rights.” Read more

 

EU AFFAIRS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Power Protected, Democracy Betrayed in the EU A Systemic

Failure, Not an Isolated Case

The ongoing corruption investigation involving former EU high

representative Federica Mogherini, now accused of procurement fraud,
conflict of interest and misuse of EU funds connected to the establishment
of the Diplomatic Academy, is yet another confirmation that EU

institutions remain vulnerable to privilege, insider practices and weak
accountability. Read more

Unwavering Solidarity with Antifascists Facing Repression

The European Left reaffirms its solidarity  with antifascist

resistance in Hungary, where democratic rights and freedoms are being
increasingly undermined by the Orbán government. The recent decision by
the Hungarian police to ban solidarity demonstrations in Budapest for a
German antifascist marks a serious escalation in the repression of political
dissent. Read more

Czech Republic Stop the Evictions in Bedřiška, Ostrava!

We support the efforts to stop the evictions in the Bedřiška

neighborhood in Ostrava, as brought to our attention by our member
party Levice in the Czech Republic. A long-standing home to predominantly
Romani families, Bedřiška is facing renewed demolitions and evictions.
Read more

New Global Sumud Flottilla mission

The European Left welcomes the expanded Global Sumud Flotilla

Spring 2026 mission to Gaza: 3,000 humanitarians, 100+ boats, life-
saving aid, medical support, unarmed civilian protection & reconstruction.
When governments fail to uphold international law, people act.

STATEMENTS & ARTICLES

Peace in Ukraine – Peace in Europe

by Walter Baier, President of the EL

The ongoing war in Ukraine has claimed hundreds of thousands of lives,
destroyed hundreds of towns and villages, and forced millions of people to
flee. The danger of escalation into a general war between Russia and NATO
persists and continues to grow. The EL stresses once more that all

political and diplomatic initiatives aimed at achieving a ceasefire,
bringing the war to a lasting and durable end, and preventing any further
escalation must be taken, strengthened, and implemented

immediately. Read more

International Migrants Day - 18 December

Undocumented women migrants across Europe, including in front of
the European Parliament, demanded dignity and recognition. The
European Left supports these actions and denounces the EU Council’s
latest migration pact, which deepens exclusion and precarity instead of
protecting fundamental rights. “We are not dangerous. We are in danger.”

Read more

CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES/PAST EVENTS

Brussels, Belgium TUNE Conference - 11 December 2025

The European Left took part in the The Trade Unionist Network

Europe (TUNE) conference “Confronting the New Industrial

Priorities” at the European Parliament, contributing to discussions on
EU industrial policy, digitalisation and AI, and the impact of militarisation
on workers. The European Left reaffirmed the need for an industrial
strategy centred on workers’ rights, social justice and the public good.
Check here for the full programme and videos from the conference.

Porto, Portugal MarxFem Conference - 21 to 23 November 2025

Decolonise Everything: Marxist-Feminist Resistance Now

The 6th International Marxist-Feminist Conference took place in Porto,
bringing together hundreds of feminists, activists, researchers and
militants committed to anti-capitalist, decolonial and socialist struggle.
Read more

Barcelona, Spain Alliance for Peace and Democracy, International

Forum Against the Far Right - 14 to 15 November 2025

Barcelona hosted the Alliance for Peace and Democracy –

International Forum Against the Far Right, co-organised by Fundació
Neus Català, a member of the transform! europe network, in cooperation
with transform! europe and the Party of the European Left. Read more

UPCOMING EVENTS/CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES

EL Political Secretariat meeting - Berlin, 10 January 2026

Commemoration of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht-
Berlin,  11 January 2026 at Friedrichsfelde Central Cemetery
EL Executive Board meting - Brussels, 28 February 2026

RECOMMENDED READ

transform! europe

European Forum 2025: Key Reports, Speeches & Political Insights

Available here
Article by Maria Repoussi Latvia’s Bid to Exit the Istanbul Convention: A 

Warning Signal for Europe. Available here
The third issue of the bi-annual journal Class, Identity, Militarisation.

Available here 

ETUC

Press release Solving Europe’s housing crisis needs public investment
and wages that reflect housing costs. Available here

Rosa Luxemburg Foundation (Brussels)

Publication Brazil’s green transition beyond COP30. Available here
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