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History is Our Battleground

This year marks a crucial moment in the struggle over historical memory. We
commemorate the liberation of the concentration camps, the capitulation of the
German Wehrmacht, and the end of Nazi barbarism on May 8/9, 1945. But what
lessons have truly been learned?

Fifty-five million people perished in the Second World War. Six million Jews were
murdered in concentration and extermination camps, victims of the Nazis’ murderous
and racist ideology. On the territory of the former Soviet Union—today’s Russia,
Ukraine, and Belarus—27 million people fell to Nazi genocidal aggression.

However, the pledge made in 1945 to never again allow fascism and war was broken
within just a few years by political leaders.

Humanity’s entry into the era of potential collective suicide began with the U.S.
atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki—events that took place 80 years ago
this August. Hundreds of thousands of people were burned alive or suffocated within
seconds, and countless survivors have suffered the lasting effects of nuclear fallout to
this day.

Some describe the 20th century, with its wars, war crimes, and genocides, as a
century of collective trauma. But two opposing historical forces have always been at
play. The 20  century was also a century of national and anti-colonial liberation.

In April, we marked the 70th anniversary of the Bandung Conference in Indonesia,
where leaders from 29 newly decolonised African and Asian nations laid the
foundation for the Non-Aligned Movement, heralding an era of national liberation.

Twenty years after Bandung, in May 1975, the United States was forced to
acknowledge defeat in the Vietnam War. The German Swedish writer Peter Weiss
summarised the lesson of that war, which claimed over two million lives, with these
words: “The mightiest robber can no longer carry home his prey.”

Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev once warned that in the next war, the living would
envy the dead. The growing realisation among elites—both East and West—that a
nuclear war would mean the end of humanity opened new pathways for peace in the
last quarter of the 20th century. Out of this understanding came the Conference on
Security and Cooperation in Europe (CSCE), whose Final Act was signed 50 years
ago, on August 1. Thirty-five states from Europe and North America sought to
establish lasting and peaceful coexistence on our continent.

But today, Europe is preparing for a new Cold War that could easily usher in a hot
war. In January, a majority in the European Parliament reduced the “liberation of
Europe from National Socialism” to a mere Russian narrative, dismissing its
commemoration as an idea used by Russia to justify its invasion of Ukraine.

Eighty years after the defeat of fascism, authoritarian leaders such as Putin, Trump,
Netanyahu, and Erdoğan are proving—through rhetoric and action—that the far right
is not a relic of the past but a present and pressing danger. As if the horrors of war
and fascism had been wiped out, war is once again being legitimized as “a
continuation of politics by other means”. Societies are being militarised, populations
are being divided along racial, religious, and cultural lines. The global public are
watching live reports of genocide and ethnic cleansing.

We socialists have not forgotten that this year also marks the 110th anniversary of
the Zimmerwald Conference, where a small group of determined anti-war social
democrats met in Zimmerwald, Switzerland, to embed the struggle for peace into the
very DNA of the radical left.

Today, fascism and war are not phantoms of the past; they are real and present
dangers. It is up to the people—peace movements, trade unions, civil society, and
the political left—to ensure that Europe does not once again slide into catastrophe.

Walter Baier 
President of the European Left

The article was initially published in transform! europe, here

FEATURED ARTICLE

Resist NATO's War Machine: A Pivotal Call to Action

by Kate Hudson,
Co-National Secretary, Left Unity, UK

All eyes must be on NATO next month – and on the anti-NATO protests that are
being organised to counter the obscene militarism and war-mongering that the
nuclear-armed alliance generates. On 24th and 25th June, NATO Heads of State will
gather in The Hague to discuss military spending, rearmament and expansion. These
spell disaster for Europe and the wider world, wasting valuable resources that should
be spent on meeting people’s needs, and increasing the risk of catastrophic war.

The new Trump presidency has thrown European NATO states into turmoil, by its
threats to ‘abandon’ Europe. European militarisation has already dramatically
expanded with the Ukraine war; now some European leaders plan massively
increased military budgets, to comply with Trump’s demands; others do so to build a
European military alternative to dependence on the US.

Whatever the reason, a massive arms race is now underway.

In the latest news, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio has said that by the time of
the Summit, all NATO members will have agreed on a goal of spending 5% GDP on
‘defence’ over the next decade. The German Foreign Minister has already announced
that Berlin accepts the demand.

Of course, the crisis amongst European member states has not stopped NATO’s
continuing and expanding global role, its military operations, its increasing presence
on every continent, its deadly carbon boot print, and its growing list of partners and
alliances. These back up NATO complicity in the US’s anti-China agenda, and its
determination to maintain its global domination.

It’s crucial for the left and the peace movement to come together to analyse,
strategise and take action. The counter-summit will take place in The Hague on
Saturday 21st June, followed by a demonstration against NATO – expected to be
massive – on Sunday 22nd June. The counter-summit, organised by the Dutch
movement, with support from the international No to War – No to NATO network and
others, is presenting a fantastic programme of discussions, which will enable in-depth
thinking and planning to take place. Subjects include protecting the welfare state
against the war state; imperialist war and global resistance against NATO; nuclear
weapons out of Netherlands and Europe; the Middle East political situation; NATO’s
global expansion; the arms race in Europe; international solidarity – how we achieve
it; will there be Cold War in Europe; genocide in Palestine; anti-militarism and
feminism; climate change and war; alternatives to NATO; the war in Ukraine; the
debate in Dutch politics on war and peace.

Speakers are not yet announced – except that we will welcome Peter Mertens from
the Workers’ Party of Belgium and Jeremy Corbyn, British Independent MP, to speak
in the opening session.

Whatever area of peace and anti-war work you are engaged in – and both are at the
heart of our political movement and its founding principles – there is something of
great interest for you, and for your party. Please do everything you can to attend the
counter-summit – make sure you are represented: this is a pivotal moment for our
movement – and for the future of humanity.

Join the protests! Read more here and here

European Left Assembly Unites for Peace and Justice

In Brussels, the European Left gathered in unity and defiance—championing peace,
workers’ rights, and a progressive vision for Europe’s future. Read more

ADD: SUMMER UNIVERSITY 2025

Secure Your Spot: Summer University 2025 – Registration Open! 
REGISTER here

Dates: July 11–13, 2025 
Location: PCF Headquarters, 2 Place du Colonel Fabien, Paris 
Hosted by: Party of the European Left & transform!europe

Three days of debate, activism, and collective strategy to shape a fairer Europe.
You’ll meet fellow activists, political leaders, and thinkers pushing for change.
Join powerful discussions on peace, justice, and alternatives for Europe.

Paris awaits — and your voice is needed!

EU AFFAIRS & INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Breaking news +++ Breaking news +++ Breaking news +++

ELECTIONS OBSERVATORY

Presidential election Romania
Nicusor Dan (pro EU) 54%
Geoorge Simion (far right) 46 %

Presidential election in Poland:
Rafał Trzaskowski (Civic Coalition (KO) 31%
Karol Nawrocki (Independent, supported by PiS, Law and Justice party) 29% - 30%
Sławomir Mentzen (Konfederacja, far right) 15%
Grzegorz Braun (Confederation of the Polish Crown, far right) 6%
Adrian Zandberg (Razem, Left Together) 5%
Magdalena Biejat (Lewica, The Left) 4%
Joanna Senyszyn (Independed, left-leaning candidate) 1%
*A second ballot is required and will take place on 1 June.

Parliamentary elections in Portugal:
Democratic Alliance (conservatives and right-wing parties): 32.2% (+3.87%) 89
seats; PS: 23.28% (-4.62%) 58 seats; MP; Chega (far right): 22.56% 58 seats;
(+4.49%), Livre (Left green): 4.2% (+1.04%) 6 seats;
CDU (alliance including the PCP) 3.03% (-0.14%) 3 seats: BE (Left Bloc): 2.00%
(-2.36%) 1 seat.

Marking 50 Years of China-EU Diplomatic Relations

This year marks the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between
China and the European Union — a milestone that underscores the
importance of dialogue and cooperation, especially in today’s fragmented
and fragile global environment. Read more

SPOTTED: Solidarity with Palestine: MEPs Confront EU Inaction

The European Left Party welcomes and commends the efforts of Members of the
European Parliament who are taking a principled stand in solidarity with Palestine and
challenging the unacceptable status quo supported by many EU elites. We particularly
support the recent submission of a Question for Oral Answer to the Council, tabled by
several MEPs—including members of The Left—addressing the EU’s response to
Israel’s illegal annexation plans and the ongoing humanitarian catastrophe
in Gaza. Read more

Elections in Ecuador

Statement by the Party of the European Left in light of evidence of possible fraud in
Ecuador. Read more

STATEMENTS & ARTICLES

Vietnam War Anniversary – 50 years after Victory and the Defeat
of the USA

by Inger V. Johansen,
Vice-President of the European Left

On 30 April 1975 the Vietnam war ended with the victory of Vietnam and the defeat
of the USA. There are two key milestones: Firstly, this was one of the most decisive
defeats of US imperialism since the Second World War, as it waged war against one
of the poorest and most war-traumatized countries and peoples in the world.
Secondly, the impressive developmental and other achievements in Vietnam since
the war.
Read more

Shocking Firing of Greek Rail Unionist Exposed

European Left Stands in Solidarity with Kostas Genidounias and All Penalised Trade
Unionists. Read more

Nakba Solidarity Message to the Palestinian People

On May 15, the day marking the Nakba—the catastrophe that befell the Palestinian
people in 1948— we reaffirm our  strong support for the Palestinian people’s ongoing
and determined struggle to defend their rights and land. Today, they face the most
dangerous situation since 1948. As then, the Palestinian people are under threat of
being removed from their land—this time through genocidal warfare, the ethnic
cleansing of Gaza, and Israel’s open attempt to annex the West Bank. Read more

3 May – World Press Freedom Day

Media Freedom Must Be Guaranteed – A Statement by the European Left. We stand
with all who fight for a free press—liberated from profit-driven logic and committed to
independent information that serves sovereign peoples. Read more

1st of May, Labour Day: Trade Unionists Network Europe (TUNE)

History has taught us that no rights have ever been granted by the ruling elite out of
goodwill; every single gain has been won through struggle and collective action. On
May 1st, the working class of Europe and the world rises once again—not just to
defend what we have won, but to demand what is rightfully ours. Read more

Lesbian Visibility Day

On 26 April, we support this political day to raise awareness of lesbians, fighting for
real equality for all and against all forms of discrimination. As its name suggests, this
day aims to highlight the visibility and recognition of lesbian women and their
rights. Read more

CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES/ PAST EVENTS

Housing Day in Marseille - 3rd of May 2025

On 3rd of May 2025, the city of Marseille hosted an important event for the defence
of housing rights, organized by the Party of the European Left (EL) in partnership
with the French Communist Party (PCF). This followed on from the EL’s recent
housing event in Madrid. Read more

Die Linke Congress, Radically Against Capitalism

article by Wolfgang Hübner, published by Neues Deutschland

The Left Party (Die Linke) is focusing on stronger opposition and greater visibility –
from the Bundestag to the public swimming pool.

For several years now, delegates at Left Party conferences have been bringing home
a special gift. The party has developed a tradition of distributing promotional items in
bright red with the party logo – sometimes a hat, a scarf, or socks – to boost the
visibility of Die Linke. Judging by the selection, party conferences often take place in
autumn. Read more

UPCOMING EVENTS/CAMPAIGNS/INITIATIVES

Housing: access and rights

EL Housing Campaign - 3rd Event
Date: 23/5/2025 | 13:00 – 20:00 

Location: European Parliament in Athens, Leof. Amalias 8, Athens. Read more

Event by the Left in the European Parliament

80 years after the end of the Second World War: Building peace
and collective security
11 and 12 June 2025, European Parliament, Brussels, ASP 1G2

Wednesday 11 June 16:30 - 19:00
Thursday 12 June 09:30 - 12:30

More information coming soon. Read more

Counter-NATO Summit and Demonstration

All eyes must be on NATO next month – and on the anti-NATO protests that are
being organised to counter the obscene militarism and war-mongering that the
nuclear-armed alliance generates. Read more

International Forum for Peace 2025

We are less than 90 seconds to midnight. Genocide in Gaza. War in Ukraine.

Escalation in the Congo. Bombs over Yemen. Bloodshed in Sudan. And tensions on

the South China Sea. That is why — on 23-24 June, exactly fifty years from the

signing of the Helsinki Accords — peoples from across the world will gather in

Brussels for the International Forum for Peace. Read more

RECOMMENDED READ

Neues Deutschland

article: Europe’s Left with Practical Relevance by Uwe Sattler. Read
more Read the original article in German here

transform! europe

webinars: New Webinar Series on War, Economy and the Future of
European Peace. Read more

analysis: Vienna Elections 2025: KPÖ-LINKS Expands Local
Presence. Read more

analysis: Greece Back on the Streets. Read more
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