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INVITATION
2nd Meeting of the network of Trade Unionists

Athens 4th, 5th. 6th May 2007

Dear Comrades, 

On behalf of the preparatory three party committee composed by representatives of Linkspartei - PDS, Communist Party of Austria and SYNASPISMOS ( Greece) we have the pleasure to invite all EL parties, both member and observer parties, as well as other interested trade unionists who express interest in our political and social project in enhancing the activity and political agenda of the EL trade union network 
As a result of our first successful meeting that was held in Berlin on last 10th-12th  of November 2006, we address all our participants and invitees on the great efforts that we encounter on our next meeting in Athens in order to make the trade union movement in Europe a substantial democratic struggling force committed to social justice, progressive change, capable to defend workers, immigrant, women and youth rights as well as contributing to alternative left wing policies to tackle neo liberal and conservative politics which are being implemented across Europe on all spheres of social, environmental, cultural and labour levels of daily life. 
The slogan for our first meeting was a “successful launch pad” of the EL trade unionists network, so it can only be fit that we continue our journey to another “world that is possible” with more confidence, better organizational structure, more effective and stronger presence in the labour, social and left wing political movements all across Europe. 
The Agenda that we propose has already been confirmed, on a large part, on our last meeting, but we must keep in mind that we have to make concrete proposals both on the analytic and practical level, as we have to decide on an “appealing name” of the EL trade union network, and specific social and political initiatives that have to be well planned by working groups and executed in a well prepared environment as well as timing is concerned. Thus making our meeting successful and promising to the working class of Europe. 
 Our meeting will take place at the G.S.E.E. (General Confederation of Greek Workers) Amphitheater Patission str. 69 and Ainianos str. 2-4, 4th floor. 
PROGRAM
Friday 4th of May 

6 p.m.        Gathering at the amphitheater.

Presentation and approval of 3 member, three party coordinating panel

10 minute video on the social and political struggle in Greece in the last months. 
6.30 p.m Opening welcoming speech by Synaspismos President Alexandros Alavanos.

6.45 p.m. Welcoming speech by Giannis Panagopoulos, President of the Greek Confederation of Greek workers. 

7.00 p.m Presentation of all invitees, trade unions and social movements to the Mass media and other organizations present. 
7.30 p.m. Information on Saturday and Sunday agenda, approval of agenda, timetable and proposals if changes are needed. 

8.30 pm. Departure to Greek Taverna for dinner. 

Saturday 5th of May 

8.00 a.m. Breakfast at hotel

9.00 a.m. Gathering at the amphitheater 
9.15 a.m. “Green Book” and the “modernization of labour law” and Left trade Union Network alternative proposals for fighting poverty, social exclusion, immigration, discrimination on temporary labour, youth and women marginalization in the labour market. 

Speakers: 15 minute introduction by Dimitris Stratoulis Vice President of the Greek Labour Institute and member of SYNASPISMOS Political Secretariat 
8  minute. Contributions   from all participants.
11.15 am 15 minute coffee break

11.30 Continuation of  agenda topic

12.30 p.m. Conclusions by three party member   coordinating panel.

Adopting social agenda on proposals on political initiatives and social interventions within Europe. Working group on the agenda proposals and elaboration of alternative policy by Left Trade Unionists. 
13.00 p.m. Lunch at the G.S.E.E. coffee and restaurant facilities. 
14.30 p.m. Approval of three member, three party coordinating panel. 
 Public Services, Privatization and deregulation of transport, health, education, working hours and the Bolkenstein “parallel directives” , disguised self employment. 
Common Introductory speakers - 8 minute contributions by Sabine Willis, Giorgos Harissis, Gerald Kemski, Bernt Kamin - Seggewies and Costas Isychos. 

* (There may be also just one common introduction by one speaker on this item, to be concluded by the end of March, as suggested by our german comrades)
15.30 p.m coffee break 
15.45 pm  5 minute Contributions  from participants 

17.00 p.m. Conclusions by coordinating panel, adoption of working agenda on initiatives, campaigns. Alternative platforms by working group to be presented to European political and Social organizations by our network.

17.30 p.m.  Departure for Hotel – free afternoon
20.30 Departure from hotel to Kessariani Municipality to be received by Mayor of Kessariani . Dinner at local restaurant hosted by Mayor 

Sunday 6th of May 

8.00 a.m Breakfast at Hotel

8.45 a.m. Commencement of agenda  at amphitheater

9.00 a.m.  Approval of three member, three party coordinating panel 

Reduction of beauracracy within trade unions, democratic development of trade unions, common alternative platforms of our network to be presented at European Trade Union, exchange of experiences on strikes and struggles, collaboration on common goals, our network name and structure, developing forms of working together.
15 minute introductory speaker from Communist Party of Austria,  10 minute introduction by Alecos Kalivis ( G.S.E.E, Vice President and member of Central Political Committee of SYNASPISMOS), 10 minute introduction by Ilias Vrettakos (Vice President of ADEDY*)FEDERATION OF CIVIL CERVANTS)  8 minute  contributions from representatives of Italy, Spain, France, Poland, Estonia.
10.45 a.m. Coffee break 

11.00 a.m. 5 minute contributions from participants

12.15 p.m. light lunch at G.S.E.E. facilities 

13.00 Conclusions of last topic and adoption of common  statement to the press  by participants . Proposal and adoption of next meeting and topics to be discussed as well as planned activities till next meeting.  Proposals for the next working group. 
14.00 p.m Closure of meeting and departure

There will be a guided excursion to the Acropolis from the Hotel departing at  16.00 pm for those interested in attending. Confirmation for the tour to be confirmed by Saturday 5th May in the morning 
Dear Comrades, 

* We would like to inform you that E.L.F and SYNASPISMOS will  cover airplane fare for one member from each representation from each country. Also we will cover overnight hotel stay and breakfast for 2 nights for one member from each country delegation. 

The maximum amount that we will be able to cover for the airplane fare is 400 euros for a two way ticket. 

Lunch and dinner facilities as described in the program are covered by the organizing party committee of SYNASPISMOS. 

 All contacts regarding participations, number of delegations from each party/organization/-trade union/country, hotel bookings, etc. please contact 

Lila Papa  
Mob. phone   0030 6976 77 3435 
Tel.                 0030 210 8823533 / 8256876
Fax                 0030 210 8233811

E-mail            lilpap@otenet.gr / daedprod@otenet.gr
Please do not forget to send us your registration form by March 28th. 

Dimitris Stratoulis          Costas Isychos          Giorgos Charissis
